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INTRODUCTION 


1979 was an excellent vear for birds in Scotland and a record annual 
total of 323 species was reported, the most since the start of the 
annual reports in 1968; 300 or more have only been recorded in four 
other years. 44 species were very rare birds and only represented by a 
single individual; 5 species are still under consideration by the 
British Birds Rarities Committee while at least 10 were species that 
have escaped, been released from captivity or are of doubtful origin, 
while one relates to a re-introduction programme. 


Five new birds have been added to the Scottish List, the best since 
1975, and an additional three species are still under consideration. 
A Cattle Egret at the Loch of Kinnordy, Angus on 11 - 19 May was 
considered a good migrant as its arrival coincided with other 
European herons; Orkney claimed two new birds with a Greater Sand 
Plover (still under consideration) at Deerness, Orkney on 9 - 14 June 
and a Bridled Tern at Stromness on 6 - 7 August. An Isabelline 
Wheatear was seen (later trapped and ringed) at Girdleness on the 
outskirts of Aberdeen from 17 October to 10 November, while on 
spring passage at Fair Isle a beautiful male Spectacled Warbler 
occurred on 4-5 June. The birds still under consideration are Black 
Duck, Canvasback and Barrow’s Goldeneye, like all wildfowl] there is 
the added complication of origin. 


Other rare vagrants included Cerys Shearwater (2), Little Bittern 
(2), Ferruginous Duck, Black Kite, Montagu’s Harrier, Red-footed 
Falcon, Marsh and Terek Sandpipers, Lesser Yellowlegs, Ring-billed, 
Ross’s and Ivory Gulls, Caspian Tern, Bee-eater, Black-eared 
Wheatear, Lanceolated, Blyth’s Reed, Booted and Bonelli’s Warblers 
Collared Flycatcher, Isabelline Shrike, Song Sparrow (2) and 
Cretzschmar’s Bunting. 


The start of the year was very cold and resident birds had another 
difficult winter with populations of some species dropping further 
after the bad winter of 1977/78. Influxes of Goosanders, Red-necked 
Grebes and some other species probably reflected movement from 
the continent due to icing up of waters. Oiling incidents were a 
feature of the winter; the most serious being at Sullom Voe in 
Shetland where high numbers of divers, eiders and auks were killed. 
Tide-line corpses in Sutherland included two Sooty Shearwaters in 
January and February. The spring was late and many birds were late 
in nesting while some pairs, for example Golden Eagle, failed to 
breed. Nevertheless, it was an interesting summer with Whooper 
Swan and Garganey rearing young; Goldeneye had a record year with 
110 ducklings known to have hatched; a pair of Ruddy Ducks nested 
which is new for Scotland; 22 pairs of Ospreys laid eggs and the 16 
pairs which were successful raised 30 young; there were good 
numbers of Temminck’s Stints and at least two broods of Purple 
Sandpipers fledged. Sadly there were no known Wryneck nests; 
Brambling bred for only the second recorded time but was unsuccess- 
ful, Lapland and Snow Buntings had a good season. 
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The migration was dominated by good falls of rare migrants in the 
autumn and also by the very large numbers of some common 
migrants such as Redwing and Fieldfare. There was a reasonable 
autumn passage of Little Stints, Curlew Sandpipers, Ruffs and 
Whimbrel. It was a poor year for Waxwing but a good spring for 
Marsh Warblers; the influx of Magpies in the north-west was 
unusual. 


For new readers it should be noted that the report is a concise 
summary of data collected on all species known to have occurred in 
Scotland in 1979 (although it is sad to report that the local report for 
Orkney has not been received in time). Precedence is given to peak 
numbers, migration patterns, first and last dates, records in unusual 
areas etc. For further information readers should refer to The Birds of 
Scotland (Baxter & Rintoul 1953), the Status of Birds in Britain and 
Ireland (British Ornithologists’ Union 1971), The Atlas of Breeding 
Birds in Britain and Ireland (Sharrock 1977) and the previous Scottish 
Bird Reports, which are still available from the secretary. 


As before we stress that observer cover in various regions of Scotland 
ranges from very good to pretty thin and care should be taken in 
comparing numbers and regional distribution, especially of migrants. 
Generally speaking, the Northern Isles, the North Sea coast, central 
Scotland and the Clyde/Solway areas are better covered than 
elsewhere, but there are pockets of good cover in most regions. For 
some areas, more information is published and greater detail given in 
local reports such as the Fair Isle Bird Observatory Report, the 
Shetland Bird Report, the North-east Scotland Bird Report, the 
Angus Wildlife Review, the Isle of May Report (in Scot. Birds) and 
the Ayr Report. Although much local information cannot be published 
here, the collection of records by the local recorders provides a most 
useful fund of reference data for regional ornithology. 
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Changes of Local Recorders 
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We would like to thank John Arnott (Isle of May), George Evans 
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Abbreviations and Symbols in the Species List 


known to have bred in Scotland in 1979 


He 


* all known records are given 

t of escaped or doubtful origin 

o male oo males 
@ female 92 females 
§ 


still subject to British Birds Rarities Committee decision — all 
records given here of species that come within the scope of the 
British Birds Rarities Committee have been accepted by the 
committee unless noted as subject to acceptance. Records of 
species not on that list but regarded as rare in Scotland have 
required adequate supporting evidence before publication. 


We appeal to observers to submit descriptions of rare and unusual 
species to the local recorder as soon as possible, preferably on 
an unusual-record form, obtainable free from the local recorder. 


County names are shortened, e.g. Shet = Shetland, Wig = 
Wigtown-shire etc. In fact much abbreviation has been used, e.g. 
months, and qualifications such as ‘‘near’’ and ‘“‘about’’ have been 
omitted. , 


The sequence and names in the species list follow Prof K.H. Voous 
(1977, List of Recent Holarctic Bird Species) as published in the 
**British Birds’’ List of Birds in the Western Palearctic. 
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SPECIES LIST 


tRed-throated Diver Gavia stellata Good success in Shet, sample of 92 prs (Unst, 
Yell and Fetlar) produced 51 young; Caith and Ross poor season but good average 
in Suth; did not breed Moray; Inv, good year Rhum 10+ prs produced young; 
Argyll, sample 6 prs only one young (artificial nest); Perth, 2-4 prs; nested Arran 
(9 prs) and Renf (1 pr — failed). 

Shet, 67 South Yell 6 Apr; Fair Isle, earliest ever 23 Feb, main passage 27 Aug - 
23 Sep; Suth, 50+ Dornoch Firth 24 Feb; Moray, 70+ Spey Bay 4 Mar, 100+ on 
24 Oct; Aber, 224 Coliieston 7 Mar, 428 Don - Collieston 15 Sep and 1470 same 
coast 14 Oct; Angus, 90+ Montrose 4 Feb; Isle of May, 60n 9 Apr, 11 Sep - 24 Oct, 
peak 7 on 21 Sep; Midl, 76E Musselburgh 11 Mar, last 3 on 27 May, returned 
18 Aug; E Loth, 99 Gullane 4 Feb, 170S Barns Ness 21 - 22 Jan; Ayr, 26 Ayr - 
Barassie 27 Jan, 22 Chapeldonan - Culzean 17 Apr; Wig, 18 L Ryan 22 Jan. 


tBlack-throated Diver Gavia arctica Anther poor year for successful nesting — 
reports of young very scarce. No young seen Perth, Renf and Arran, did not nest 
Ayr. 

Shet, about 11 records, including 2 Fetlar 25 Aug; Caith, 16 Sinclair’s Bay 18 Apr, 
21 on 12 July; Suth, 25 Dornoch - Embo 24 Feb; Ross, 16 Applecross 7 Feb; Aber, 
10 Ythan - Collieston 14 Oct; Fife, 2 Eden est 24 Jan; Perth, 2 on river in city 21 
Jan - 24 Feb; W Loth, 2 South Queensferry 21 Feb; E Loth, 5 Aberlady 20 Mar; 
Selk, 1 Lindean 20-21 Dec is first for county this century; Arg, 60 Islay - W.L. 
Tarbert 29 Dec; Ayr, 17 Chapeldonan - Culzean 17 Apr, 10 Dipple - Balkenna 7 May 


Great Northern Diver Gavia immer Winter - Spring: Shet, 146 killed by Sullom 
oil-spill Jan, 73 off Yell - Fetlar 11 Feb, still 35 Colgrave Sound 8 May; Caith, 
7 Sinclair’s Bay 31 Mar; Aber, 17 Rattray 28 Apr, 8 on 13 May; Angus, 30+ 
- Montrose 4 Feb; E Loth, 4 Aberlady 3 Feb; Arg, 60+ Sound of Gigha 2 Apr; Ayr, 
4 Dipple - Balkenna 7 May. Fewer NW in summer, max 5 L Eriboll 14 June but 7 
Sinclair’s Bay, Caith 12 July; 1 ad on inland loch W Ross 24 July; 1 ad L Ken 13 
July. 

Autumn - winter: Fair Isle, migrants 24 Sep - 27 Oct; Caith, 15 Noss Head 13 Dec; 
Ros, 1 Rutherford 30 Oct - 4 Nov apparently first county record; Arg, 26 W L 
Tarbert - Islay 23 Dec; Wig, 31 Luce Bay 2 Dec. 


*White-billed Diver Gavia adamsi 7-8 records is best ever: Shet, adult 2 dead Gluss 
Voe, Yell (oil-spill) 12 Jan - now in Ab. Univ. (M. Heubeck), off Whalsay 14 Apr - 
15 May (B. Marshall, N. Polson et al), off Hascosay 21 Oct (M. Heubeck, R.J. 
Tulloch), possibly same 2 Nov (R.J. Tulloch), Colgrave Sound 20 Nov (J.N. 
Dymond) § ; Fair Isle, 5 May (N.R. Jones); Banff Bay 23 Feb (J.J.C. Hardey); 
W Loth, S Queensferry 18 Feb (A. Stewart). 


tLittle Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis Signs of increase Perth; late nesting Clack, 
eg occupied nest Cocksburn res 14 Aug. Shet, autumn influx from 10 Oct 
culminated in high peak of 18 records in Nov including first for Skerries 14 Nov; 
Fair Isle, 3 in year is high, 21-22 Apr, 6 Oct, 29 Oct; W Loth, max 40 Linlithgow 
mid Sep; Stir, 11 Dumbreck 16 Sep. 


tGreat Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus None bred Aber but more summer 
records; Angus, 11 prs but only 3 young; Kinr, 21 prs L Leven but only 5 young 
seen; Midl, poor success; Selk/Rox, better nos but poor success; Ayr, poor yr, e.g. 
6-7 prs Martnaham only | young reared; Kirk, good nos, successful season, 8 
adults and 10 juvs L Ken 17 Sep. Summer counts: 90 L Leven, Kinr 15 Sep. 

Winter counts and migrants: Shet, Fetlar 6-14 Apr, Breiwick 5 Nov; Fair Isle, 
22 Jan - 6 Feb (found dead), 19 - 20 Feb and 5 Mar; Suth, Dornoch 24 Feb; Ross, 
Lochearron 22 April; Inv, Fort George 21 Feb; Moray, Speymouth 18 Feb, Spynie 
24 June; Aber, influx late Oct/Nov, 3 at Girdleness and Ythan; Fife, 68 St Andrews 
18 Nov; Stir, 166 Forth est.19 Feb, 190 on 9 Sep; Midl, 450 Musselburgh 14 Jan, 
Seafield 545 on 11 Feb, 715 on 29 Dec, 500 Granton - Inchmickery 1 Feb; E Loth, 
25 Gosford 7 Aug; Dunb, 34 Ardmore 7 Oct; Arran, 1 Largymore 15 Dec, 2 on 
23 - 30 Dec; Wig, 51 L Ryan 14 Oct is low. 
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Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena Winter - spring: exceptional influx — Wig 
(1), Kirk (2), Ayr (5); Dunb, 2 incl Endrick mouth 18 Feb; Arg, Mull 18 Mar; Peeb, 
Talla 13-14 Mar; Ber, St Abbs 6 Apr; E Loth, peak 21 Gosford 4 Feb; Midl/W Loth, 
peak 9 Musselburgh 31 Mar; Fife (2), Angus (1), Aber (15), Banff (1), Moray (2); 
Suth, max 6 Dornoch - Embo 24 Feb; Caith, L of Yarrows 18 Mar; Fair Isle (5) 
1-5 Feb, 19 - 21 Feb and 3 on 22 - 23 Feb; Shet (4). Summer: 1 L Eriboll, Suth 20 
May - 1 June; last Midl 8 May; 1 summered E Scot. 

Autumn from 6 Sep Musselburgh, Midl; Shet, Sullom 16 Nov; Moray, Spey Bay 
20 Oct; Aber, Don est 12 Oct; Angus, Westhaven 1 Oct; Fife, 2 Kirkcaldy 12 Nov; 
Midl, peak 6 Seafield 7 Oct; E Loth, peaks 20 Gosford August, 36 on 9 Sep; Arg, 
Islay 28 Dec; Dunb, Ardmcre 23 Sep. 


+Slavonian Grebe Podiceps auritus Breeding: at least 77 pairs in Inv, Moray and 
Perth is same as 1978; Inv, main areas 69+ prs recorded and at least 50 prs nested, 
39-40 young fledged which is better than 1978, 1 pr in south reared 2 young on 2nd 
attempt; Moray, 5-6 pairs with 13 young; Perth, 1 pair reared 2 young, single adult 
at another loch. 


Winter - spring: Shet, scarce, peak 16 Tresta 7 Apr; Fair Isle, 14 - 17 Feb and 18 
May; Suth, peaks 30 Dornoch - Golspie 24 Feb, 24 summer plumage Embo 28 
Apr: Inv, 23 L Sligachan, Skye 23 Feb; small nos Aber to Fife; Midl, 58 
Musselburgh 20 Jan, 20 on 31 Mar, last 10 on 17 Apr; E Loth, peaks 154 Gosford 
14 Jan, 115 on 4 Feb, 51 on 2 Apr; Arg, 6 L na Keal, Mull 13 Jan; singles Peeb and 
Dunb; Wig, max 11 L Ryan 22 Jan. Autumn: Shet, few from 21 Oct; Aber, ist 
Loirston 12 Oct; Midl, 1st Musselburgh 27 Oct; Arg, 4 (1 juv) Mull 21 Sep, 8 West 
L Tarbert 29 Dec; Wig, max 7 L Ryan 8 Dec. 


+Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis Breeding: 4 pairs reared 6 young one 
traditional site, 3 pairs reared 6 young at another site but other traditional site not 
checked although birds present. Counts: Aber, 2 Meikle L 18 Aug, one to 1 Sep, 
1 Ythan est 1 Nov; Fife, Eden est 22 Oct; Midl, singles Musselburgh 22 Feb, 19 
Aug, 7 Oct, Gladhouse 11 Aug, 13 Sep - 17 Oct, Threipmuir 27 Aug, Crosswood 
28 Sep - 15 Oct; E Loth, Aberlady 10 Feb and 14 Apr, 2 Gosford 8 Apr; Wig, none 
reported L Ryan. 


*Black-browed Albatross Diomedea melanophris Shet, Saito, Hermaness 
summered in Gannetry 31 Mar - 18 Aug (D. and A. Turner et al). 


+Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis Breeding: poorer chick survival Fair Isle and Shet; 
Isle of May. 108 prs breeding is big increase; Ber. increase in fox predation St 
Abbs; Inv, increase to 432 nests Rhum (13 July); Arran, poor year — 2 young from 
16 nests Catacol. 

Counts and passage: Aber, 3000 S/hr Fraserburgh 20 Jan, 11500 on 21 Mar, 25000 
on 22 Mar; Ayr, 1500 N/hr Turnberry 17 Aug. Inland: Endrick mouth (dead 18 
Mar); Airthrey, Stirling 25 Apr; Perth, 1 W L of Menteith 19 May, 1 NE Aberfoyle 
27 June; Banff, Keith 17 June. Blue-phase much increased; Shet (10) including 
4 Sumburgh 3 Oct; Fair Isle, many especially May and Sep, max 5 on 16 Sep; Lewis 
(1), Caith (8), Ross (2), Aber (19), Angus (1), Mid] (1) and Arg (1). 


*Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea Two records: One N L Fleet, Suth 30 
Aug (D.J. Britton); one Troon 29 June (B.C. Forrester). 


*Great Shearwater Puffinus gravis 5 birds; Fair Isle 22 Aug (ISR); Caith, Stroma 
31 July (SAMM), N Noss Head 14 Aug (KWB); Aber, 2 N Collieston 30 Sep (EK, 
TPM). Large Shearwater (Great/Cory’s): 1 N Peterhead 3 Oct and 1 Lady Isle, Ayr 
2, ANUBIS 


Sooty Shearwater Puffinus griseus Winter: Singles found dead Brora (fresh) 
27 Jan and Little*erry, Suth (dead a month) 2 Mar are very unusual. Early record 
Aber 5 June: Records 10 July - S Nov; Shet, peak 7 Sumburgh 16 Sep; Fair Isle, 
2 on 10 July, more than usual, 82 bird/days Aug and 1100 bird/days Sep, mainly 
7-11 Sep, peaks 350 on 8th, 300 on 10th, 14 0n 15 Oct; Caith, peaks 17 N Noss Head 
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3 Aug, 43 N on 12 Aug, 104 N on 14 Aug; Suth, 61 Handa Aug; Ross, 9 Minch 3 Oct, 
9 on 4 Oct; Aber, 27 N/2 hrs Peterhead 16 Sep, 64 N/1'% hr Collieston 30 Sep; 
Isle of May, 14 Aug - 28 Sep, max 10 on 27 Aug; E Loth, 27 July - 8 Sep, max 10 on 
25 Aug; Ber, 7 St Abbs 27 Aug; Arg, more than usual Mull, 300 between Mull and 
Coll 29 Aug; Ayr, singles Ayr 12 Sep and Girvan 17 Sep. 


t¢Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus Breeding: Shet, breeding proved Horse of 
Burravoe — occupied burrow 8 July, 20 landing 24 - 25 July, Ist 6 off Fetlar 30 Mar 
and up to 45+ on 15 July; Rhum, ashore in snow from last week Mar, success 
average or lower; Arran, | freshly dead entrance of burrow Pladda Aug. 

Counts: Caith, 85 N Noss Head 3 Aug; Suth, 463 N L Fleet 30 Aug, 660 Handa 
30 Apr; Ross, 171 N L Fleet 31 Aug, 79 Chanonry Ness 14 Aug, birds stranded 
Plockton 26 Sep; Inv, Drumnadrochit 21 Sep, 2 on 24 Sep, 1 Grantown-on-Spey 
26 Sep; Aber, 5 records Jan, max 2 N Collieston 24 Jan, peaks 197 N/2 hrs 
Peterhead | July, 225 N/3% hrs 22 July, late one Peterhead 8 Dec; Angus, 115 S 
Westhaven 30 Sep; Isle of May, max 250 on 26 Aug; Fife, 450 Kirkcaldy 4 Aug, 
350% St Andrews 5 Aug; Midl, 1100+ Forth 7 Aug, 300 Hound Point 18 Aug; 
E Loth, 1350 off Gullane 16 Aug is exceptional; Ber, 115 St Abbs 1 July; Arg, 
2000/hr NW Tiree 8 Aug; Renf, 1 Barrhead 28 June; Ayr, 112S/hr Troon 21 June. 
mauretanicus one in Minch between Ullapool and Stornoway 3 Oct (RAB). 


+Storm Petrel Hydrobates pelagicus Breeding: proved Treshnish Isles off Mull; 
large numbers ringed at breeding sites Shet, Ork, Summer Isles, Sanda (1500) 
etc but also birds mist-netted by tape-luring at Isle of May (26 — including Summer 
Isles control), Fife Ness (1), Dalmeny, West Loth (1), Ailsa Craig (58), Portencross, 
Ayr (37), Turnberry Point (19) and Pladda (40) demonstrate ‘‘visiting’’ by Storm 
Petrels especially in Aug/Sep. Other records: 80W Fair Isle 2 July; Aber, 2 N 
Peterhead 23 July; Angus, 1 dead Elliot 27 Jan; Ayr, 44S/hr Ayr 30 June. 


tLeach’s Petrel Oceanodroma leucorhoa Shet, 1 Noness 10 Aug (ashore with Storm 
Petrels); Fair Isle, 30 July, 20 Aug and 26 Sep; West Loth, 1 dead Blackness 18 
Feb; 2 Ayr 13 Sep, 2 N on 2 Aug; Dumf, | freshly killed Eastpark 19 Sep. 


tGannet Sula bassana 6217 occupied nests Hermaness, Shet (cf 9234 but 
differences probably due to census techniques); Fair Isle, increase to 40 pairs with 
good success, eggs from 8 May; Bass Rock apparently still spreading; Ber, single 
summered St Abbs cliffs; Wig, 1700 birds Scar Rock 24 June is increase in no and 
area of colony (482 nests in 1974). Counts and passage: Caith, peak 1812 N/2’% 
hrs S May; Aber, 1495N/2 hrs 6 May, 903 N/2 hrs 9 May; Perth, singles 
Lochearnhead 26 June, Glen Dochart Mid-Sep; Dub, imm Endrick mouth 25 Aug, 
dead adult 7 Sep. 
tCormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Shet, 317 prs (4 colonies); Fair Isle, peaks 84S on 
8 Sep and 95S on 22 Sep; Ross, 280 nests N Sutor 6 July; Kine, 148 Girdleness 
3 Nov; W Loth, 250 South Queensferry 18 Feb, 400 Inchgarvie 18 Jan, 2 Feb and 
21 Nov; Ber, more on Tweed in winter, 58 Fast Castle 15 Apr; Renf, 134 Erskine - 
Woodhall 11 Feb; 153 Ayr 11 Jan; Wig, Castle Loch, Mochrum colony deserted 
(long established inland site — last count 367 prs in 1975), but 40+ nests on nearby 
Mochrum Loch; Dumf, 118 Caerlaverock 25 June. 
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tShag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Shet, 683 found killed by Sullom oil-spill early 
Jan, Skerries colony well down and Fetlar decrease from 78 prs to 44 prs, but no 
marked decline Yell Sound; Ross, 850 Applecross 7 Feb; Isle of May, 978 prs bred, 
21% up on 1978 and fledging success higher than usual; 606 nests Forth Islands; 
Wig, increase to 200 birds Scar Rocks, 70 young ringed 24 June. 


*Bittern Botaurus stellaris 3-4 birds: 1 Aylth, Perth mid Jan — died few days later 
(J.C. Fleming); 1 found dying Musselburgh, Midl 21 Jan (T. Shrimpton); 1 Endrick 
Mouth, Dunb 7 Jan (LLBR) and probably same bird Balmaha, W Stir 21 Jan (LLBR) 


*Little Bittern Jxobrychus minutus Two records: female Tyninghame, E Loth 20 
- 27 May (J.H. Ballantyne, R.F. Durman et al) and o” Morton Lochs, Fife 23 May 
(P.K. Kinnear). 


+Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 13 adults and 4 immatures Edinburgh Zoo 
colony 31 Dec (SdP, ESdP); 1 immature nearby Portobello, Midl 27 Oct (JMD). 


*Cattie Egret Bubulcus ibis One Loch of Kinnordy, Angus 10 - 19 May (J. Miles) 
was considered a good migrant and is thus a new species for Scotland. (Probably 
same bird was reported amongst cows at nearby Boghead, Arbroath late May per 
MN) 


¢Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Breeding: Counts reflect Jan - Feb mortality; Ross, 
Munlochy heronry down to 13 nests (cf 35 prs in 1977); Inv, very big decrease in 
Strathspey; Angus, sample 24 prs reared 53 young; Perth, sample 31 prs reared 
96 young; Fife, 22 prs in 4 colonies was 50% decrease on 1978; Dunb/W Stir, 14% 
decrease L Lomondside; Ayr and Arran, decrease in pairs. Counts: Fair Isle, peak 
Son 6th and 27 Oct; Ross, 33 L Duich 29 Jan; 22 Lunderston, Renf 7 Oct. 


*White Stork Ciconia ciconia 18 records but could relate to only 4-6 individuals« 
Caith, Dalmore 6 June (J.M. Wilson, N.M. Wilson) §; Suth, Melvich 17 - 18 Apr 
(G. Crittendon) §, 22 Sep - 6 Oct (E.W.E. Maughan et al); Ross, Fortrose 2 June 
(per J. MacIntosh) §; Nairn, Geddes 22 - 23 Apr (Mr. MaclIntosh-Walker, N.J.O. 
Graham et al); Moray, Fochabers 20 - 22 June (Mr. & Mrs. E.L. Thomas); Kinc, 
Maryculter 25 Apr (C. Moon), then in Banchory area to 18 May; Inverbervie 20 
June (Mrs. M. Scott) later at Brechin, Kinnaber and Newbigging, Angus late June 
(C. Gibson) §; Angus, Arbroath 25 - 27 May (Mr. M. Reid); Perth, Aberfeldy 8 May 
(D. McDiarmid), Perth 10 - 13 May (D. Duncan, H.G. Miller), Dunkeld 10 and 17 
June (per E.D. Cameron) §; E |.oth, Barns Ness 3 June (G.F. Bell): Peeb/Lan. 
Broughton-Biggar 17 Apr (R.W. Forrester); Arg, Islay 26-30 May (C.G. Booth etal) 
$: Ayr, Galston 30-31 May (R.H. Hogg, D.A. Smith); Kirk, Mainsriddle 17 - 19 
Sep (R. Spilling) §. 


*Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia Two: Ayr, imm Seamill 1 Jan, found dead 3 Jan 
(JLB, BS) had been present Hunterston from 8 Nov 1978; one L Bee, S Uist, O Heb 
7 June (CS). 


*+Chilean Flamingo Phoenicopterus chilensis Aber, One Strathbeg all year, one 
escaped Duthie Park on 5 May, seen 2 days at Banchory - Devenick, 2 at Strathbeg 
30 May - 8 July; Banff, 12 - 13 Apr; Moray, Fochabers 14 - 30 Apr; Ber, 2 Millars 
Moss 12 July; W Stir, 1 L Walton 22 May. 


¢+Mute Swan Cygnus olor Breeding: decrease to 101 prs Uists and Benbecula; 
poor season Caith; better Perth where 2 broods of 9 young; increase in Midl; E 
Loth, 7 prs reared 35 young. Counts: Shet, 1 ad Asta/Ting 6 May - 23 June, another 
ad Hillwell - Clumlie 17 - 27 May; Ross, 115 L Eye 8 July; Aber, 104 Ythan 28 Jan, 
317 Strathbeg 21 Oct; Angus 291 Montrose Basin 13 July; Arg, 75 Tiree July; Wig, 
71 L Ryan 5 Jan. 


+Black Swan Cygnus atratus Two immatures Montrose Basin, Angus from 12 July, 
only one from 1 Dec. 


*Bewick’s Swan Cygnus columbianus Winter - spring: only wintering flock 
Eastpark, Dumf peaked 42 on 16 Feb, last 2 on 2 Apr; 3 Moss of Cree, Wig 3 - 7 
Feb, 1 Greenlaw, Kirk Feb; Ayr, 6 Bogside 3 Jan, 8 Mosshill 13 Mar; Dunb, 1 
Endrick Mouth 20 - 25 Feb; Lan, 2 Libberton 21 Jan; E Loth, 5 Drem 4 Mar; Perth, 
6 Methven 10 - 28 Mar; Aber, Monymusk 17 - 20 Mar; O Heb, South Uist 11 Feb 
and 26 Apr. Autumn: from 13 Oct, 1 Methven, Perth; Caith, 1 L of Mey 16 Dec; 
Aber, Longside 1 Nov, 8 Monymusk 7 Dec, 4 on 8 - 10 Dec; Kinr, 2 L Leven 2 - 15 
Nov; Arg, 2 Machrihanish 13 Nov; Ayr, 2 Shewalton 16 Nov, 4 Hunterston 28 Nov - 
2 Dec; Dumf, 3 at Eastpark 23 Oct increased to peak 43 by 24 Dec; Wig, flock 
Islesteps, Kirk peaked at 14 0n 16 Dec. 


tWhooper Swan Cysnus cygnus Breeding: Pair (same as 1978) with 2 young on 
11 - 17 July; feral pr reared 1 young Endrick Mouth, Dunb/W Stir. Summering 
birds: Shet (3-4), O Heb (12), Ross (2), Inv (4), Aber (1), W Loth (1), Arg (2), Ref 
(1), Lan (1), Ayr (2) and Wig (1). Winter - spring: Shet, max 50 Uyeasound 10 Jan; 
Caith, 120 L Calder 2 Jan; Inv, 131 Insh 21 Apr, last 7 on 7 May; Aber, 128 Ythan 
2 Mar, 29 still Strathbeg 3 May; Ber, 119 Allanton 11 Mar; Rox, 28 found dead 23 
Jan (lead poisoning?); Renf, 155 Stanely Res 24 Feb; Dunf, 109 Glencaple 10 - 17 
Feb; Kirk, 76 L Ken 19 Feb. 

Autumn: Shet, first 10 Unst 27 Sep, census 4 Nov, 275 (17 young) is low and poor 
breeding success; Fair Isle, 7 on 22 Sep; O Heb, 1st 2 St Kilda 11 Sep; Caith, 
survey 781 (28 juvs) on 18 Nov, max 365 L Calder 25 Nov; Ross, amazing build-up 
L Eye to 1200 on 10 Nov, 1150 on 23 Nov when 177 (13 juvs) Dalmore — very few 
Dec; Inv, 121 (14 juvs) Insh 6 Dec; 400 Banff 2nd week Dec; Aber, 495 (12 juvs) 
Strathbeg 11 Nov; Ber, 200 Hutton 15 Dec; Rox, 121 Crailing 17 Nov; Renf, 140 
Stanely Res 29 Dec; Wig/Kirk, rather scarce Oct/Nov but 91 Greenlaw 31 Dec. 
National sample (1907) in autumn gave 4.8% juveniles — lowest for 10 years. 


*Bean Goose Anser fabalis Continued improvement: Kirk, 20 Castle Douglas 4 Jan, 
26 - 28 between 6 Jan - 4 Mar, last 4 on 11 Mar, 15 Haugh or Urr 16 Jan; Lan, 11 
Libberton 29 Jan; Dunb/W Stir, free-flying feral pair reared 4 young from 8 eggs; 
E Loth, 1 Aberlady 28 Dec; Aber, 2 shot Aboyne 13 Jan (considered rossicus), 
1 dead Philorth 28 Jan, Strathbeg 23 Apr; Banff, 10 Buckpool 7 Jan; Fair Isle, 4 on 
22 - 25 Jan, 1 to 18 Mar, 3 on 19 Mar - 10 Apr; Shet, (escape) Fetlar 5 July, 
Eshaness 12 - 13 Dec. 


Pink-footed Goose Anser brachyrhynchus Winter - spring: much emigration south 
in severe weather, spring departure late: Wig, 2500 Wigtown 10 Mar; unusual 
large nos 800 Threave, Kirk in severe weather 3 Jan - late Feb; Dumf, cold weather 
infiux 10000 Caerlaverock Ist week Jan but gone by 9 Jan; Peeb, 1220 Westwater 
31 Mar, last 21 on 19 May; Midl, 3000 Moorfoots 5 May; Kinr, 6070 L Leven 24 
Feb; Aber, 2700 Strathbeg 2 Jan, 5000 on 19 Apr, 4000 on 2 May, 8540 Ythan 7 Apr, 
last 35 Meikle 20 May; Banff, 1000 W Portsoy 8 May; O Heb, 500 Stornoway 3 May; 


Fair Isle, 3 on 12 May; Shet, 1 Strand 6 Jan. Summer: 15 feral birds Fetlar, Shet © 


S July; Beauly Firth 3 - 4 summered; Aber (9); Kinr 15 - 30 summered L Leven; 
Midl (1). 

Autumn national count 10 - 11 Nov: 62160 (UK total 80000) is similar to 1978; peak 
areas Borders 13660, Perth/Kinr 11710, Loth 11700, Angus 8000 and Aber 7250 
but only 130 in SW reflects desertion of Solway; sample 4250 gave 14.7% young 
and mean brood size 2.1. Arrivals from 14 Sep 42 Strathbeg, 60S Cumbernauld, Lan 
and 150 L Leven where 4000 on 15 Sep; another wave 20 - 21 Sep; Aber, peak 12000 
Meikle 30 Sep; Kinr, L Leven peak 13460 20 Oct; Midl, 6500 Gladhouse 28 Sep; 
Peeb, 10100 Baddinsgill 10 Nov. 


White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons European A.a albifrons: Caith, 1 Lythemore 
7 Jan; Aber, 1 - 2 Strathbeg 8 Jan - 4 Mar, 2 on 6 Oct, 1 on 31 Oct, 1 Collieston 14 
Oct; Perth, peak 4 Tibbermore 6 Mar - 22 Agr, 3 Stanley 18 Mar, 1 L Clunie 18 Nov; 
Dumf, 1 Caerlaverock 22 Mar; Kirk, 1 Haugh of Urr 17 Feb. Greenland A.a. 
flavirostris Caith, max 200 Charleston 7 Feb, autumn from 16 Oct, about 400 
wintered; Suth, 200 N L Trudescaig 5 May; Ross, 50 Gairloch 18 Oct, 70 L Eye 19 
Nov - 12 Dec; Inv, 55 Snizort 10 Mar; Perth, 13 Tibbermore 4 Nov; Stir, 18 W 
Airthrey 15 Dec; Arg, 375 Tayinloan 23 Mar, 300 Machrihanish 25 Nov, 2900 Islay 
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Nov; Dunb/Stir, 104 Endrick Mouth 31 Mar, 110 on 3 Dec; Kirk, L Ken absent Jan - 
Feb, 150 + onS Apr, Ist 180n 9 Oct, 260 by 19 Nov; Wig, 290 West Freugh 6 Jan, 
300 on 23 Nov. 


+Greylag Goose Anseranser Breeding: No comments Suth/Caith or O Heb wila 
populations; Aber, bred L Muick; Perth, decrease Tummel flock (24 adults + 40 
juveniles); Midl, 213 ad and 36 young Duddingston 11 June; Wig. some decrease, 
Winter - spring: Moray, 1170 Duffus 14 Jan; Aber, 4000 Strathbeg 27 Jan - 10 Feb: 
Perth, 200 E Madderty 16 May; Isle of May, 16 on 24 Mar; E Loth; 150 Tyninghame 
14 Jan; Lan, 230 Gadloch 25 Mar; Ayr. large cold weather movements Jan - Feb. 
1000S Prestwick 1 Jan, 1000 West Kilbride 1 - 5 Jan, peak 2700 Dipple 14 Jan; Kirk, 
2000 Threave 3 Jan; Wig, 4000 West Freugh 16 Feb. Departure rather late and 
stragglers well into summer, e.g. 16 Fetlar 10 - 15 May, 3 Foula 25 June. 

Autumn national count 10 - 11 Nov 76980 (UK total 81000) is further increase on 
1978 and 1977 and makes this species Britain's most numerous goose. Peak areas: 
Perth/Kinr 24230, Ross 13230, Angus 7950, Aber 7620, Borders 4680 and Caith 
3250; sample 1660 gave 17.5% young and mean brood size 2.7. Shet, peak 530 
Scatness 14 Oct; Fair Isle, passage 13 - 14 Oct; Banff, 600 on 27 Sep; Aber, 62 
Ythan 16 Sep, max 5000 Strathbeg 12 Nov; Angus, 20 Buddon 22 Aug; Rox, 5000 
Hoselaw 17 Nov; Dunb/W Stir, 2000 Endrick Mouth 22 Nov; Ayr, Ist 7 Blairbowie 
18 Sep. 


tBar-headed Goose Anser indicus 1 Ythan, Aber all year. 


(t)*Snow Goose Anser caerulescens O Heb, 18 (2 blue) Stornoway 10 June (possibly 

from Mull collection); Caith, imm Oust 18 Nov, Westfield 2 Dec; Ross, ad Greater 
atlanticus with Greylags Mid-Fearn 21 Nov, 2 Tarradale 20 May. 1 on 20 June; 
Moray, Spynie 3 June, Findhorn 14 June - 16 Sep; Aber, blue Strathbeg 13 May, 
2 on 20 - 22 May, 2 S Peterhead 24 May and 2 Ythan 24 May, | Ythan 24 Sep - 4 Nov 
4 on 18 Oct, blue Strathbeg 26 Sep - 30 Nov; Angus, Dundee 6 Oct; Fife, 3 Crail 
8 June; Perth, Strathearn 13 Dec; E Loth, Aberlady, etc 2 Dec;Rox, Rodden 25 Nov; 
Dunb/W Stir, blue Endrick Mouth 27 Oct; Ayr, 3 Beoch 18 - 22 June; Wig, 
Orchardton early Mar. Most records refer to White Lesser Snow Geese. 


tCanada Goose Branta canadensis Breeding: Inv, increasing Fort William; nested 
Balgone, E. Loth; increase to 12 prs Lower L Ken, Kirk. Small Canada (minima?): 
Shet, 1 found dead Quendale 28 Feb: O Heb, 2 N Uist 30 Mar; Aber, 1 with Pinkfeet 
Ythan 13 Apr. 

English moult migration: peak 810 Beauly Firth, Inv/Ross 15 July, first 21 on 29 
May, 220 by 6 June. Migration - peaks: Caith, 4 S Wick 18 Sep; Inv 17 L Garten 
2 June; Aber, 26 L Muick 16 June, 30 Aberdeen 27 Aug; Angus, 64 Kinnordy 
24 Aug; Perth, peak 126 Stanley 24 Dec (not necessarily Beauly birds); Isle of May, 
16 on 8 June; Midl, 16 Musselburgh 26 Aug; E Loth, 37 Tyninghame 10 June; 
Dumt, 52N Lockerbie 9 June, 177 Caerlaverock 20 Aug. 


Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis Winter - spring: Kirk, 3800 Southerness 12 Feb; 
Arg, 300 Inchkenneth, Mull 9 Apr; Perth, 16 Tibbermore Mar; Aber. 8 Strathbeg 
24 - 25 Feb; Inv, 114 Ascribs 13 Jan, 122 Islay 22 Feb; Ross, 8 Tarradale 5 May, 
143 Achiltibuie 21 Apr, 70 NW on 4 May; Fair Isle, Jan - 22 Feb. Summer singles 
Moray, Angus and Borders. 

Autumn: Shet, influx from 30 Sep (37 Scatness), mainly 6 Oct; Fair Isle, peaks 31 
on 30 Sep, 65 on 1 Oct; Caith, 60 Wick 6 Oct; Moray, 85 Burghead 5 Oct; Aber, good 
passage | - 11 Oct, 55 SW Braemar, 100 S Drums and 530 Strathbeg on 5 Oct; Fife. 
coastal passage SW 598 on | - 5 Oct; Isle of May. 17 on 1 Oct; Midi, 98 Musselburgh 
1 Oct, 250 Gladhouse 1 Oct; Peeb, 58 West Water 30 Sep; Ber, 50 St Abbs 3 Oct; 
Arg, 17300 Islay census Nov; Ayr, 110 Doonfoot 5 Oct; Dumf, arrival 33 
Caerlaverock 28 Sep, 1200 on 1 Oct, peaked 7600 in Oct, 3.5% young reflects poor 
season in Spitzbergen. 


Brent Goose Branta bernicla D = dark-bellied B.b. bernicla, P = pale-bellied 


B.b. hrota, others unspecitied. Shet, P Foula 26 - 27 May; O Heb, 100 S Uist 27 Apr, 
1 P St Kilda 23 June; Caith, 7 D (5S juvs) Castlehill 17 - 28 Oct; Inv, 28 P Whiteness 
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15 Sep, 15 on 23 Sep; Moray, 40 E Lossiemouth 5 Oct; Aber, 12 P Fraserburgh 21 
Feb; Kinross, 15 P L Leven 9 Jan; Fife, 5 D Largo 9 Apr, 5 P Torry Bay 28 Jan; 
Midl, 13 P E Musselburgh 17 Feb, 22 P W on 31 Mar; E Loth, 18 Tyninghame - 
Barns Ness Jan - Mar; Arg, 21 Islay 14 May (11P) one a collar contro] from Bathurst 
Island, Canada 23 July, 1975; Ayr, 3 P Balkenna 17 - 18 Sep; wig, 7 Rigg Bav 14 
Dec. 


+Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea Male Endrick Mouth, Dunb 11 Apr was local 
escape. 


tShelduck Tadorna tadorna Breeding: Angus, all failed Dun’s Dish due to Mink; 
Kinr, L Leven SO pairs but only 9 young; Arran, 7 prs hatched 46 ducklings; 19 
fledged. Moult flock: 2710 Kinneil, Stir 9 Aug, still 2000 on 20 Sep. Counts and 
migration: Fair Isle, above average, max 5 on 21 May; Aber, 104 Ythan 3 June; 
Stir/Clack, 2140 Upper Forth 28 Jan, 320 on 14 Mar, 900 mid Nov, 2800 on 29 Dec; 
E Loth, 170 Aberlady 17 Feb; Arg, 42 Lochdon, Mull 26 June; Renf, 638 Erskine - 
Woodhall 27 Jan; Ayr, 167 Turnberry 21 Jan; Wig, 80 L Ryan 18 Feb. 


(t)Wood Duck Aix sponsa Male shot Fair Isle 27 Nov is interesting (S. Thompson). 


tMandarin Duck Aix galericulata Perth, max 30 Tay river 7 Jan, 1 pr nested in 
Tawny Owl nest box; Angus, 2 Dightymouth end Apr, o Balgavies L 27 Oct; Inv, 
? East Croachy 12 Apr (local collection). 


+Wigeon Anas penelope Breeding — very few comments: Aber, present 6 inland 
sites and young seen at two; Kinr, 30 prs bred L Leven. Counts and migration: 
Shet, 70 Scatness 5 Oct; Fair Isle, 11 Mar - 5 June, 14 Aug - 31 Oct, max 30 on 
S Oct; Caith, 1160 L Watten 18 Jan; Ross, 8000 L Eye 23 Nov is exceptional (feeding 
association with Whooper Swans); Inv, 75 Broadford 22 Jan; Moray, 470 L Spynie 
14 Jan; Aber, 830 Ythan 28 Jan; Angus, 2000 Montrose Basin 16 Sep; Kinr, 740 
L Leven 22 Dec; Ayr, 720 Bogside 15 Jan and 740 on 20 Dec, 116 Arran 20 Feb; 
Wig, 2000 L Ryan 16 Dec. 


+Gadwall Anas strepera Breeding: Angus, 2 broods 7 + 3 Kinnordy; Kinr, 30 prs 
bred L Leven, 8 broods (48 ducklings) seen; Fife, 4 prs nested. Counts: Shet, 9 
sightings, max 3 Skellister 10 Oct; Aber, fewer; Kinr, peak 162 L Leven 16 Oct; 
Fife, 34 Kilconquhar 28 Oct; Stir, Clack, Loth and Borders few; Ref, max 5 Balgray 
10 Jan; Ayr, three singles, pr Dipple 21 Jan; Dumf, 9 Caerlaverock 10 Feb; Kirk, 
2 L Milton 26 Dec, first in Galloway since 1976. 


+Teal Anas crecca Shet, 40 Hillwell 25 Aug; Fair Isle, 7 Apr - 26 June, 7 Aug - 
31 Oct, max 11 on 18 Aug; Caith, 180 L Scarmclate 16 Sep; Ross, 235 Edderton 9 
Sep; Inv, 230 Insh 8 Nov; Aber, rather scarce Feb, 400 Strathbeg 4 Sep and 23 Dec; 
Kinr, 660 L Leven 16 Oct; Fife, 755 Morton L 14 Dec; Clack, 466 Tullibody Inch 25 
Jan; E Loth, higher nos, 205 Tyninghame 14 Jan; Ber, 450 Hule Moss 8 Nov; Ayr, — 
450 Bogside 15 Jan, 700 on 23 Dec; Wig, 1000 L Connell 16 Sep, 1600 on 21 Oct. 
carolinensis: Shet, o” Hillswick 25 May (I. Sandison); Caith, o St John’s Loch 
16 Dec into 1980 (D.M. Edge et al) § ; Inv, o’ Newtonmore 19 and 27 May (D.J. 
Bates); Fife, 1978 o& present to 25 Feb (T. Dougall, I.G. Cumming et al). 


+Mallard Anas platyrhnchos Shet, 1st nest c/14 on 14 Apr; Inv, late season (ist 
egg 11 Apr) and low nos Insh; Aber, Ist brood Castle Forbes 8 May is late; Angus, 
Mink predation reported Dun’s Dish where only 5 broods; Kinr, 400 prs bred L 
Leven, Ist eggs c/10 on 6 Apr; Arran, poor success. Counts: Shet, 85 Sullom 16 
Nov; Fair Isle, max 19 on 22 Oct; Caith, 718 L Watten 18 Jan; Moray, 640 Spynie 
14 Oct; Aber, reduction Jan - Feb but 1200 Strathbeg 12 Jan, 1400 on 19 Nov; 
Perth, 1000 Crieff 18 Dec; Kinr, 2726 L Leven 15 Sep; Stir/Clack, 3760 Forth est 
28 Jan, 1605 Tullibody Inch 4 Feb; Rox, 600 Hoselaw 24 Nov; Ayr, 800 Barassie 
16 Feb. 


*Black Duck Anas rubripes o Doonfoot, Ayr 10 July (I1.H. Leach) § ; Renf, 1 
Stanely Res 22 - 28 Dec (D.L. Clugston, T. Byars, J. Sweeney); if accepted by 
Rarities Committee this will be a new species for Scotland. 
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¢Pintail Anas acuta Breeding: Arg, B/8 Tiree, 17 July only proven report; possibly/ 
probably bred Angus and Catih; no report from Ork. Counts: Shet, 11 Apr - 22 May 
(12), 22 July - 23 Nov (12+), max 4 Spiggie 10 Nov; Fair Isle, 5 records; Inv, 22E 
on 8 Sep, max 52 on 16 Dec; Moray, 17 Findhorn 17 Apr; Aber, good numbers, max 
11 Strathbeg 11 Apr; Kinr, 79 L Leven 16 Oct; Fife, 30 Morton L 13 Oct; Stir, max 
80 Skinflats 6 and 25 Feb; Borders, a few more than usual, max 3 Portmore 3 Oct; 
Arg, 20 Ardnave 27 Dec; Ref, max only 58 Langbank 27 Jan is continued decline; 
Dumf, 800 Caerlaverock 1 Oct, increased to 1800 on 15 Oct and 2400 on 18 - 20 Oct, 
feeding on stubbles; Kirk, 300 Carse Bay 10 Feb, 800 in Oct (same as Dumf birds); 
Wig, 200 Luce Bay 10 Feb. 


*tGarganey Anas querquedula Pair bred Ayrshire (reared 8 young) is only 2nd 
proven Scottish breeding record. Counts: Shet, o Hillwell 22 May, pr Uyeasound 
2 June; O Heb, S Uist 30 May, pr 6 June; Ber, 2 St Abbs 26 Aug; Dunb, pr 
Endrick Mouth 14 May - 5 June. 


*Blue-winged Teal Anas discors Four: Shet, 2 Scatness 8 - 12 Sep (R. O'Reilly, 
R. Gall, I. Sandison); O Heb, 9 mating with o” Shoveler N Uist (C. Spray); Ork, 
o Woodwick 2 - 4 May (P. Reynolds, N. Picozzi et al). 


Blue-winged Teal Scatness, Shetland Photo: D. Coutts 


+Shoveler Anas clypeata Shet, pr with 6 - 7 young Fetlar (only Sth nesting record); 
Inv, pr with 8 young is first proven nesting record for Insh; Angus, 7 broods 
Kinnordy; Kinr, 10 - 12 prs L Leven but only 1 brood of 4 seen; Ayr, 2 prs reared 
10 young. 


Counts: Shet, 12 Apr - 7 Oct; Fair Isle, pr 11 - 13 May; Aber/Kinc, more than usual 
esp autumn; 20 Girdleness 16 Jan, peaks 39 Cotehill 12 Aug, 64 on 1 Sep; Angus, 
90 Balgavies L 23 Oct; Perth, 68 Stormont 7 Oct; Kinr, max 293 L Leven 16 Oct; 
Rox, 111 Yetholm 21 Dec; Dunb, 60 Endrick Mouth 31 Aug; Lan, 18 Gadloch 29 
Sep; Kirk, 54 L Ken 17 Sep. 


*Red-Crested Pochard Netta rufina Two: Imm o Kilconquhar, Fife 12 Sep - Nov 
(P.M. Ellis et al); 2 St Abbs, Ber 1 Oct (G. Checkley, M. Leven). 


+Pochard Aythya ferina Angus, 2 broods Kinnordy; Midl, broods (7, 5 and 4) 
Duddingston; Dunb, ¢ and 4 ducklings Luss. Counts: Shet, 111 Spiggie 16 Nov; 
scarce mainland Jan - Feb (frozen lochs) but more on sea than usual; Ross, 800 
L Eye 30 Nov; Moray, 200 Spynie 16 Sep; Aber/Kinc, coastal flocks 88 Aberdeen 
14 Jan, 76 Girdleness 17 Jan; Fife, 100 on sea Kirkcaldy 11 Jan; Kinr, 660 L Leven 
16 Oct; Stir, 54 Skinflats 18 Feb; Clack, 316 Tullibody Inch 4 Feb; Midl, Dudding- 
ston flock much reduced, 510 on 24 Feb, 910 on 31 Dec, max 1810 Seafield 31 Dec; 
Renf, 114 West Ferry 27 Jan, 226 Staneley res 18 Feb; Ayr, 172 Dipple 21 Jan, 300 
Gailes 27 Jan. 


*(¢)Canvasback Aythya valisineria Male Whin Pond, Peeb 8 Oct (R.D. Murray) 
§ : if accepted as genuine vagrant it would be first Scottish (and UK) record. 


*Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris Three: Shet, imm o& Scatness 8 Dec into 1980 
(J.N. Dymond et al); Suth, o& Bettyhill area various dates 14 Apr - 6 June (G.G. 
Bates, R.A. Broad, D. Whitaker); Ayr, oc Gailes from 1978 to 11 Feb (D.L. 
Clugston etal). 


*Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca Imm o& found exhausted Kinloch, Rhum, Inv 
16 Oct (J.A. Love et al). 


+Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula Breeding nos on low side Shet, Inv, Aber (e.g. 12 
broods total 86 young Skene, cf 20 - 130 in 1978 and 40 -278 in 1977) and Ayr, poor 
success Dunb/Renf but more E Loth. Counts and passage — more records than 
usual on coastal waters Jan - Feb: Shet, 118 Clicklimin 1 Oct; Fair Isle, 2 18th and 
o& 21 Jan is unusual, passage max 6 on 24 May; Caith, 320 L Watten 16 Dec; Inv, 
350 Dochfour 16 Feb; Aber, 220 Aberdeen 14 Jan, 850 Strathbeg 26 Sep increase to 
max 1550 on 2 Nov down to 250 on 10 Dec; Perth, 200 on 11 Feb; Isle of May, 3 on 
19 Aug; Kinr, 4500 L Leven 15 Sep is record for loch, previous best 4000 in 1970 
and 1973; Clack, 750 Tullibody Inch 4 Feb; Midl, 350 Seafield 3 Jan; E Loth, 80 
Tyninghame 25 Feb; Lan, 166 Gadloch 16 Dec; Ayr, 128 Girvan - Dipple 21 Jan; 
Kirk, 100+ Carlingwark 9 Dec. 


Scaup Aythya marila Winter - spring: Shet, max 12 Spiggie 26 May; Fair Isle, 2 on 
19 May; O Heb, 4 Harris 14 May; Ross, peak 250 Edderton 18 Feb; Moray, 600+ 
Spey Bay 17 - 29 Jan; Aber, more than usual, peaks 36 Ythan 10 - 18 Feb, 30 
Fraserburgh 11 Jan, last 1 June; Angus, more than usual, peaks 100 Dighty Mouth 
10 Feb; Fife, 700 St Andrews 6 Jan; Stir/Clack, 157 Forth est 28 Jan; Midl, 2000 
Seafield - Musselburgh Jan - Mar (lower numbers due to changes in sewage 
disposal); E Loth, 108 Gosford 24 Feb; Arg, max 950 Bowmore; Renf, 84 Langbank 
11 Feb; Dunb, 45 Cardross 13 Jan; Ayr, 120 Dipple 21 Jan, 220 Barassie 24 Feb; 
Wig, 375 L Ryan 14 Feb. Summer: Shet (2), Ross (10), Aber (2), Midl (3) and E 
Loth (1). Autumn: Shet, 41 Spiggie 2 Nov; Ross 176 Edderton 16 Dec; Angus, 
36 Montrose 15 Dec; Midl, 1100 Musselburgh - Seafield Dec; Ayr, 30 S Doonfoot 
4 Nov, 60 Chapeldonan 26 Dec; Kirk, 1300 Carsethorn 16 Dec is big increase. 


+Eider Somateria mollissima Breeding: Shet, good season, Ist young 8 June; Aber, 
5578 breeding adults Ythan, 1654 99 s bred (cf 2015 in 1978), 61% of nests 
successful but only 280 ducklings fledged; Isle of May, 286 nests is highest ever, 
only 12 ducklings seen late July. Counts: Shet, 3838 Yell 11 Feb (following oilspill 
kill of S70 Sullom early Jan), 3281 on 20 Nov; 1050 Sumburgh 23 Sep, 1092 Skerries 
25 Sep; Suth, 1000 L Fleet 21 Jan, 2000 on 2 Sep; Ross, 521 Strome Islands 30 Jan; 
Inv, 442 Kyleakin 26 Jan; Moray, 400 Burghead 24 Dec; Aber (lower nos), 900 St 
Combs - Philorth 24 Feb, 5500 (moulting) Blackdog - Murcar 15 Sep, 1950 Rattray 
10 Nov; Fife, 1250 Kingsbarns 24 July, 15500 Tentsmuir - Tay 21 Oct; Midl, 1680 
Granton - Seafield 11 Feb, 1350 Seafield 23 Dec; E Loth, 4000 Fidra - Eyebroughty 
9 Aug, 1200 Tyninghame 12 Aug; Dunb/Renf, 3490 Clyde est 7 Oct, max 1500 
Woodhall; Ayr, 1170 Dipple est 10 July; Wig, 400 L Ryan 6 July. 


*King Eider Somateria spectabilis O Heb, sub-ad o Taransay, Harris 19 Nov 
(Dr N. Buxton, W.A.J. Cunningham); Suth, 2 o’o’ s all year L Fleet/Embo area, 
most obvious Jan - May, Oct - Dec but prob present throughout summer e.g., 
Brora 13 June and 2 o%o in eclipse Embo 30 Sep, imm o'L Fleet from 1978 to at 
least 11 Feb (R.A. Broad, A.R. Mainwood, R.H. Dennis et al); Moray, o& Covesea 
17 - 24 Mar (S.G.D. Cook, D.J. Holman et al); Arg, o& Tayinloan 3 June (E.J. 
Maguire, R. Morton); Ayr, o Lochranza (with 9 Eider) 11 Apr -22 June (M.H. 
Dunn et al) 2Y & Gailes 19 - 20 Feb (B.C. Forrester et al), LY o& Gailes 14 Apr 
(R.H. Hogg, t.H. Leach) ; Wig, o L Ryan 16 Feb (B.C. Forrester et al) and Dec. 
None were recorded in Shet. 


*Steller’s Eider Polysticta stelleri O Heb, o& (1st seen May 1972) present through- 
out year S Uist (Dr C. Spray et al); Ork, o Papa Westray 2 - 19 June, was seen on 
land (J. Chester), @ North Ronaldsay 20 Oct (A.D.K. Ramsay, Dr. K.F. 
Woodbridge) §. 
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Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis Winter - spring: Shet, 412 Yell 11 Feb (after 
oil-spill kill 306 Sullom early Jan); Caith, fewer; Suth, 1000+ Brora 6 May; Moray, 
1500 Spey Bay, 6500+ Findhorn - Burghead Bay roost Jan (main feeding area on 
Riff Bank, Inner Moray Firth); Aber, scarce, 51 Fraserburgh 20 Jan; Fife, 150 
Methil 10 Mar; Midl, 80 Seafield 22 Feb; E Loth, 215 Gosford - Gullane 18 Feb; 
Dunb, inland Midross 1 Apr; Renf, o Castle Semple L 20 Jan; Ayr, 12 Dipple 27 
Mar. Summer: Shet, 2 prs Hascosay 10 June, Fetlar to 13 June; Fair Isle, 25 June; 
Caith (1) and Aber (1-3). Autumn: from 23 Sep; Shet, 346 Yell 16 Nov; Fair Isle, 
45 on 13 Oct; Caith, 23 Noss 6 Oct; Suth, 750 L Fleet - Brora Nov; Moray, 3500 
Burghead Oct - Dec but absent Spey Bay (max 17); Aber, 49 Ythan 1 Nov; Perth, 
1 L Kinnardochy 17 - 18 Oct; Clack, 2 Gartmorn 18 Nov; Midl, 180 Seafield 1 Dec; 
E Loth, 89 Gullane Dec; Ayr, 5 Turnberry 26 - 31 Dec; Kinr, 3 L Arthur 16 - 21 Dec. 


{Scoter Melanitta nigra Breeding: Shet, no nesting recorded; Caith, usual nesting 
reports; Ross, 3 prs but no proof of nesting; Inv, at least 8 prs nesting one loch; 
Perth, 4 2 9 and 19 young one site; Arg, 2 9 and 4 young one loch; Dunb/W Stir, 
3 prs + o& one loch, later broods of 6 and 1. 

Counts: Caith, 35 Sinclair’s Bay 13 May; Suth, 500 Dornoch Firth Jan - Mar, 
Oct - Nov; Moray, 4000 Burghead 4 Mar, 6000 Spey Bay Jan - Mar, 2000 Burghead 
Bay Oct - Dec (none Spey Bay); Aber, 1400 Murcar - Forvie July - Sep; Midl, 
180 Musselburgh 24 Feb; E Loth, 1500 Gullane 7 Aug; Ber, 105 St Abbs 16 June; 
Ayr, 14 Barassie 3 Mar; Wig, 14 L Ryan 22 Jan. 


*Surf Scoter Melanitta perspicillata Suth, o& Golspie 17 - 19 Nov (Mrs M. Hall, 
Mrs H.T. Mainwood); Inv, o& L Insh 14 Oct (R. Leavett, J. Lyall) - amazing inland 
record; Moray, Spey Bay - Lossiemouth, 4 oo’ 1 - 2 Jan, 7 ooo 3 Jan, 7 oo + 
imm o%/ 2 on 7 Jan, down to 2 oho by 19 Jan present to at least 18 Feb, one o to 
at least 4 Mar (P. Barry, D. Allen et al), o& Burghead 4 Feb and 14 April (P.J. Sellar 
M. Inskipp); Kirk, imm co Southerness 14 Dec into 1980 (A.J. Prater et al). 


Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca Shet, max 10 Sullom 10 Jan and 6 Apr; Fair Isle, 9 
records is high, max 3 on 27 Aug; Caith, 24 Sinclair’s Bay 18 Mar, 20 Noss 5 May; 
Moray, 300 Spey Bay flock Jan, fewer Feb - Mar; Aber, 170 Don - Balmedie 15 Sep; 
Mid], 115 Musselburgh 13 Jan; E Loth, 300 Gullane 22 Sep: Arg, 38 Tayinloan 
2 Apr; Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 5 Nov; Ayr, 3 singles Sep - Nov. 


(+)*Barrow’s Goldeneye Bucephala islandica Adult & Irvine, Ayr 4 Nov - 28 Dec 
(J.F. Knowler et al) still under consideration but origin difficult to judge. This 
species is not yet on U.K. list. 


+Goldeneye Bucephala clangula Breeding: females laid eggs in 21 nests (2 natural 
holes), 14 were successful and hatched 110 ducklings, the best season to date; 
fledging success very difficult to judge but some broods up to 60% surviving at 
half-grown; 1 pr possibly nested in new area. Summering birds: up to 11 Beauly 
Firth June - July (maybe partly moulting drakes), Aber (up to 7), Perth (1-2), 
Fife (2), Clack (2), Midl (2), Dunb/Renf (5), Ayr (1). 


Counts: Fair Isle, Jan - 25 Mar, 2 Oct - Dec; Caith, 104 Wick 6 Jan; Ross, 215 
Edderton 16 Dec; Inv, 204 on 18 Nov; Moray, 200 Findhorn 9 Feb; Aber, 260 on 7 
Jan, 320 Strathbeg 10 Dec; Fife, 800 Pathhead 11 Jan, 250 Raith Lake 20 Dec; Isle 
of May, 11 on 19 Oct is highest ever; Stir/Clack, 720 Forth est 25 Feb; Mild, 1470 
Musselburgh 24 Feb, 989 Seafield 31 Dec; Rox, 130 Nisbet 21 Jan; Renf, 140 
Langbank - Woodhall 11 Feb; Ayr, 525 Dipple 21 Jan, 386 Ayr - Prestwick 18 Feb; 
Wig, 160 L Ryan 22 Jan. 


*Smew Mergus albellus Redheads unless stated. 21 winter - spring: Shet Samphrey 
7 Jan, Clickimin 30 Jan - 31 Mar; Inverness 5 Mar, L Insh 3 Apr; Aber, Bridge of 
Dee 27th Jan - 8 Apr, Don est 14 Jan, Ythan 11 Feb and 9 - 13 Apr, 2 o’o Peter- 
head 27 Jan, 1 o& to17 Feb, 2 oo Strathbeg 4 Jan - 13 Apr but 3 (2. oo) on 3 Apr; 
Fife, Stenhouse res 5 Apr; Selk, o° Ettrick 30 Jan, o” Lindean 31 Mar; Rox, 3 
(1 & ) Yetholm 25 Mar; Dumb, Endrick Mouth 20 Apr; Ayr, Tarholm 17 Feb, 
Martnaham 10 Mar - 7 Apr. 


1 summer and 15 autumn: exceptional record Langbank, Renf 7 - 8 Aug: Perth, 
2 Crieff 19 Dec; Fife, Morton Lochs 18 Nov - 11 Dec; Cameron res 20 Nov; Peeb, 
o Portmore 4 - 16 Dec; Midl, o’ Gladhouse 16 Dec, Duddingston 9 Dec and 26 Dec, 
Musselburgh 16 - 22 Dec; Dunb, Ardmore 2 Dec; Ayr, Doonfoot 13 Nov, 
Martnaham 28 Dec - Bogton L 30 Dec; Dumf, 2 Lochmaben 8 - 31 Dec; Kirk, 
Auchenreoch L Dec. 


tRed-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator Breeding: usual in north, but nested 
successfully (brood of 5 on 27 Aug) in West Peeb, Ist confirmed breeding record; 
also 2. and 7 small ducklings L Ken, Kirk 15 Aug is rare occurrence. Counts: Shet, 
40 Sullom 10 Jan; Ross, 79 Upper L Torridon 5 Feb, 263 Saltburn 21 Sep; Inv, Ist 
Insh 30 Mar, last 8 Oct; Aber, 120 Ythan 4 Aug; Kinc, 300 St Cyrus 26 Aug; Fife, 
300 Kinshaldy 8 Aug; Clack/Stir, 380 Forth est 25 Feb; Midl, 290 Seafield - Granton 
4 Nov; Arg, 1100 Tayinloan 10 June; Ayr, 70 Machrie - Watertoot 10 July; Wig, 
125 L Ryan 16 Sep is low. 


+Goosander Mergus merganser Breeding: slight increase in nos Dumf; L Ken, Kitk 
average season but of 8 known nests only 3 successful; no comments main areas. 
Counts: numbers higher throughout especially influx in Jan - Feb; Shet, scatter of 
records (1 - 3) Jan - 16 June, 31 Oct - 31 Dec, max 5 Uyeasound 25 Dec; Fair Isle, 
4 Jan - 13 Apr, max 3 on 10 - 17 Mar and 24 Oct - end Dec, max 3; W Ross, 4 L 
Kishorn 5 Feb; O Heb, 6 in Feb - Mar, 1 Aug, max 3 Harris 12 Mar; Inv/Ross, 
peaks 550 Beauly Firth 13 Jan, 600 on 21 Dec; Aber, more, 109 Strathbeg 27 Feb, 
112 Skene 11 Nov; 40 Perth 30 Jan; Kinr, 24 L Leven 22 Dec; Clack, 62 Tullibody 
Inch 24 Feb; Midl, 40 Moorfoot res 17 Oct; E Loth, more, max 21 Tyninghame 
25 Aug; Rox, 70 Hoselaw 22 May, 89 on 17 Nov; Selkirk, 183 at roost; Renf, 20 
Glanderston 12 Nov; Ayr, 36 Martnaham 24 Feb; Dumf, 50+ Lochmaben 17 Dec; 
Kirk, 101 L Ken 23 Aug. 


*tRuddy Duck Oxyuru jamaicensis Angus, 9 L Kinnordy 22 - 24 May, pair on 4 
June, & present to 23 June; 2 with 2 ducklings (7 - 10 days old) 14 July, no sign of 
young 17 July, (J. Miles) - first breeding record for Scotland. Also o’ Balgavies 
L 30 June, probably same bird (D.M. and N. Benvie, J. Garnes et al). 


Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus Singles Fair Isle 1 June (ISR et al); Fetlar, Shet 
2 June (JND); Strathbeg, Aber 19 June (JD, DK) and Arbroath, Angus Aug (J. 
Angus, Mrs C.E. Bruce-Gardyne). 


*Black Kite Milvus migrans One Strathbeg, Aber 30 May (J. Dunbar). 


*Red Kite Milvus milvus Four is highest number in one year and probably reflects 
cold weather movements from Europe; Fair Isle, 15 Jan (J. Holloway); Arcan, 
E Ross 10 - 13 Mar (per RHD); Kindrogan, Perth 8 Apr; Lochaline, Arg 25 Jan 
(M. Hancox). 


White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla Re-introduction programmes continues 
Khum, Inv; 2Y old released 8 Feb, 3Y olds released 6 Mar and 24 Apr, six 
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juveniles released Aug - Sep. Previously released birds present Rhum and Canna; 
3 different birds in Mull, Arg; adult Carbost, Skye 19 Oct, imm N Uist, O Heb 12 
Jan andimm Achiltibuie, W Ross 14 Dec. 


*Marsh Harrier Circusaeruginosus 11 records: 2 /imm unless stated: Ross, 
Strathrusdale 12 Mav: Inv. L Garten 24 July: Aber. Strathbeg 5 Feb, 17 Apr; Perth, 
Errol 15 Sep; Ber, up to 3 Hule Moss 6 - 27 Sep; Arg, Islay 25 - 28 Aug; Dunb/W 
Stir, & Endrick Mouth 12 - 14 Oct; Renf/Ayr, o’ Barr Loch and Kilburnie L 11 
June. 


+Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus Breeding: continued increase Caith and Inv; Moray, 
4 prs checked raised only 1 young; Rent, 4 young from 2 nests is first recent 
successful breeding; Kirk/Wig, 7 nests successful out of 10 with eggs, total of 18 
young flew (2 broods of 5); continued increase in moorland breeders but forest pairs 
less. Counts and passage: Shet, 6 records Jan - 25 Apr, including pr Mid Walls 
3 Feb; Fair Isle, singles 14 Jan, 18 Apr, 19 May, 1 - 18 Oct, another 4 - 7 Oct; Aber, 
coastal records to 12 May and from 9 Sep. 


*Montagu’s Harrier Circus pygargus o& Handa, Suth 23 May (R. Thorpe) is the 
first Scottish record since 26 May, 1963. 


+Goshawk Accipter gentilis Breeding: at least two successful nests reported 
(broods 3 and 4) and probably successful at least 1 other site. Singles or pairs 
reported from 17 mainland counties, many in suitable breeding habitat; but 
surprising lack of nesting records suggest some (or many) are non-breeders. 


+Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Breeding: O Heb, pr Stornoway June suggests 
possible breeding; Caith, at least 4 prs bred; Ross, increase Coigach; Inv, recorded 
Insh 56 bird/days compared to 89 in 1977 and 39 in 1978; Moray, survey area 32 
pairs reared 79 young; Perth, less successful year; E Loth, Borders continued 
increase; Renf, slightly fewer; Ayr, apparently good season S Ayr but very poor 
Dumt and Kirk. Migrants: Shet, passage 8 Apr - 19 May (sparse) and few from 1 
Sep; Fair Isle, very few spring 13 Apr - 14 May, autumn 9 Sep - 4 Nov, max 5 on 
27 Oct; Isle of May, one 11 Apr, few 15 Aug - 29 Oct. 


+Buzzard Buteo buteo Breeding: Caith, at least 6 prs bred; Inv, poor breeding 
season Strathspey, none bred Rhum; Moray, 13 prs known, 10 of which reared 28 
young; Rent, only 2 known pairs - persecution continues; Arg, 55 nests checked 
Kintyre, 49 successful and 88 chicks ringed; Arran, 32 pairs; Dumf, slight increase; 
Kirk/Wig, good breeding season. Migrants: Shet, singles Quendale 18 Apr, 
Cunningsburgh 22 May; Fair Isle, exceptional numbers, singles 4 - 5 Jan, 22 Jan, 
23rd (2), 31 Jan, 6 Feb, 7 Mar, Sth, 13 - 14th, 21 Apr, 4-6 May, 1 Oct. 


*Rough-legged Buzzard Butev lagopus About 20 records is most in 11 years: Shet, 
Brow - Quendale 9 Jan - 22 Apr, Sumburgh Head 27 May; Fair Isle, 28 Apr, 18 May 
and 4 June; Ross, L Eve 19 Nov; Inv, 2 Slochd 29 Oct; Aber, Forvie - Ythan 13 Jan - 
26 Feb, Windy heads 10 - 24 Feb, Strathbeg 11 Feb and 5 May; Angus, Glen 
Lethnot winter; Rox, 2 Whitrop 28 Mar; Peeb, Fruid end Mar; Ber, 2 Coldingham 
Moor 11 - 31 Mar. 


+Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Breeding: O Heb, few prs bred successfully; 
Caith, no success; Suth, very poor year, some pairs non-breeding; Ross and Inv, 
poor season, up to quarter may not have nested after severe winter/spring, Rhum, 
only 1 young from 5 pairs; Angus, only 1 out of 6 prs laid eggs due to weather; 
Perth, of 8 sites checked, 3 prs reared 1 young, | pr reared 2; Arg, study area - 
10 prs reared 13 young from 15 nests with eggs; South-west, 2 prs laid out of 4 prs, 
only | chick reared. Sightings elsewhere: Shet, immature Noss 28 - 31 Dec; Stir, 
Pendreigh 23 Sep; Midl/Peeb, | - 2 immatures in Moorfoots; Renf, sub-ad 
Queenside Muir 4 Feb only 2nd county record this century; Wig, imm Stranraer 
26 Feb. 
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tOsprey Pandion haliaetus Breeding: 22 pairs laid eggs in 25 known pairs on 
territory; 16 were successful and reared 30 young. L Garten, o& 10 Apr, 9 12 Apr, 
3 eggs, 3 young; nest No. 2, Ist 11 Apr, pr 12th, 3 eggs, one young; No 3, Ist 10 
Apr, pr llth, 3 eggs, one young; No 4, Ist 3 Apr, one young; L of the Lowes, 
o& 12 Apr, 9 14th, 2 young; No6, o& 13 Apr, 2 14th, 3 eggs, 9 disappeared, eggs 
deserted; No 7, pr 3 eggs, failed to hatch (Sth year); No 8, pr 3 eggs, 3 young 
No 9, Ist 10 Apr, 3 eggs, 3 young; No 11, Ist 7 Apr, pr 14th, 3 eggs, failed; No 13. 
o 2 Apr, 2 14th, one young; No 14, pr one young; No 17, pr 12 Apr, one young; 
No 18 Ist 1 Apr, pr 12th, 3 eggs, 2 young; No 19, Ist 4 Apr, one egg broken; No 20. 
pr but non-breeding; No 21, pr 3 eggs, nest tree blew down; No 22, pr 2 eggs, one 
young; No 24, pr laid eggs but failed; No 25, pr 3 eggs, 3 young; No 26, 1st 13 Apr, 
pr 14th, 1 young; No 27, pr 3 young; No 28, pr 3 young; No 29, pr present but non- 
breeding; No 30, pr present but non-breeding. Sites 10, 12, 15, 16 and 23 were not 
occupied in 1979. Many reports of non-breeding birds in Highlands and some south 
to Dumf/Kirk. ; 
Migrants outside normal areas: Shet, 2 Mid-Walls 30 July; O Heb, 1 Lewis 2 Aug; 
Kinc, 1 Stonehaven 25 Mar; Fife, Strathmiglo 8 Mar; Midl, Musselburgh 31 Mar, 
Loanhead 15 Sep; Peeb, Moorfoots 9 Sep; E Loth, Torness - N Berwick 13 Apr; 
Ber, Ayton 19 Mar - earliest record; Rox, Teviot 1 Apr; Inv, Rhum 25 June; Arran, 
2 June. 


+Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Breeding: Caith, definite recovery; Inv and E Loth, 
numbers still low; Ayr, good season, 44 nests checked, 36 successful reared 118 
young; Dumf, possible increase; Kirk, good season. Migrants: Shet and Fair Isle, 
rather scarce spring and autumn, max 2 Fair Isle 16 Apr and 3 on 29 Sep; Aber, 1 
in off sea Newburgh 5 Oct. 


*Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus Imm @Q Westerdale, Caith 8 June (P. 
_ Holness). 


+Merlin Falco columbarius Breeding: Shet, census 20 pairs, 3 failed, average brood 
size 2.6 is down on 1978; Caith, better year, at least 4-5 prs with fledged young 
recorded; Dumf, no change; Kirk/Wig, very poor, only 1 pr known with young 
(2 from c/3), 5 territories occupied by 1 or 2 non-breeders and no birds at 4 other 
recently used sites. Migration: Fair Isle, 9 Mar - end May, max 4 on 13 Apr, 10 
Aug - end Oct, max 6 on 8 Sep; Aber, max 4 Rattray 28 Oct; Fife, 2 Eden est 11 Feb. 


*Hobby Falco subbuteo Seven: Shet, Scalloway 23 June; Fair Isle, 21 May, o& 1-2 
June, 5-8June, 12 June; Aber, Strathbeg 11 June; Arg, imm L na Keal, Mull 
19 Sep. 


*Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus Seven: Shet, 1 Sullom 20 Jan (I Sandison et al); 1 ct 
on trawler offshore Feb and taken to France (per Brit. Birds) § : 1 long-dead Papa 
Stour early Apr (G.P.S. Peterson) § ; 1Y o 18-21 May (died) (L. Brown, J.N. 
Dymond); Foula 5 Apr (D. Pryterch) § ; Isle of May, 13 Apr (M.P. Harris et al); 
Arg, Islay 1978 bird present 1979 to 19 Mar when found dead, 9 (poisoned) (C. 
Booth et al) - all of pale northern races. 


+Peregrine Falco peregrinus Breeding: Shet, 2 prs reared total 4 young; Fair Isle, 
4 present in May and display but did not nest; northern Scot rather patchy, up to % 
pairs probably non-breeding because of weather, sample of 64 pairs laying eggs 
reared at least 72 young; good season in central and south Scot; in central/southern 
Highlands 52 pairs checked, reared 92 young. Reports of nests destroyed by people 
and of eggs and young stolen. Good nos of winter reports from non-breeding areas; 
singles Isle of May 30 Aug, 29 Sep and 2 on 28 - 29 Oct. 


+Red Grouse Lagopus lagopus Caith, good year; E Loth, flock 150 Danskine in snow 
17 Feb; Arg, Rhum decrease and poor season; Renf, 300 in flock Mistylaw Muir 
28 Jan; Dumf and Kirk, poor season and low numbers. 


+Ptarmigan Lagopus mutus Nos possibly lower; peak count Aber, 50 Cairn Toul, 
Sep, 7 Glenbuchat 13 Jan is unusual. 
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Gyr Falcon (poisoned) Islay, Argy! Photo: G. Langsbury 


+Black Grouse Tetrao tetrix Lek nos lower in north after severe winter, e.g. max 10 
Garten, 5 Insh, Inv; Aber, max 70 Tullich Burn 28 Jan; Lan, 21 Strathaven Apr: 
Ayr, 13 oo’ Clauchrie 25 May is increase; Kirk, possible decrease some areas. 


¢Capercaillie Jetrao urogallus Inv, fewer Garten, lek max 9 2@ and 6 doo ; 
Fife, atleast 1 o& and7 9 2 Tentsmuir. 


+Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa Aber, Angus, Kinc, Perth, Midl and Borders 
recorded various areas; 1 Musselburgh, Midl 24 Nov; 6 at St Abbs, Ber 3 Oct; 
E Loth, 2 Humbie all summer. None seen Caith — died out? 


+Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Nos low and/or poor breeding season Caith, E Ross, 
Inv, parts of Perth and E Loth but good season Thornhill, Perth, Dunb, N Ayr, 
Dumf and Kirk. Counts include 43 West Fenton, E Loth 28 Jan; adult and 8 (3-4 
week old) young Auchmacoy, Aber 24 Sep. 


*Quail Coturnix coturnix No breeding records; singles Rattray, Aber 13 Oct; 
Letham, Angus 11 - 14 May; Port of Menteith, Perth 13 June; 2 St Andrews, Fife 
4 Aug; Wester Middleton, Midl in May; Drem 3 June and Tranent, E Loth 16 - 20 
July; Ayton, Ber 19 June; Kirkton, Dumf 23 May - 3 June; Beeswing, Kirk 26 - 29 
June. 


#Pheasant Phasianus colchicus No comments except good nos Arran; Shet, 1 Unst 
12 - 18 June, 2 Sullom 11 Aug. 


+Golden Phasant Chrysolophus pictus Bred Kirroughtree, Kirk, also 1 - 2 
Lochenbreck, Kirk. 


+Water Rail Rallus aguaticus Breeding: few reports except Inv, poor season Insh, 
max 3 in song, recorded 26 May - 10 Aug; Ayr, 3 prs Knockshinnoch. Migration and 
counts: Shet, 4 singles is low; Fair Isle, singles 26 Mar, 6 Apr, few from 8 Oct; Isle 
of May, one 3 Oct. — 
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*Spotted Crake Porzana porzana Only one record; calling Insh Marshes, Inv 18 - 20 
June only (R. Leavett). 


¢Corncrake Crexcrex Breeding: numbers low and arrival late NW Suth: some 
breeding proved Straiton, Ayr. Outwith main nesting areas in west reports of 
Moray (1), Angus (1), Perth (1), Dumf (1) and Kirk (2). Migration: Shet, singles 
Fetlar 11 - 14 May, Ting 25 May — only records; Fair Isle, singles 23 and 31 May, 
1st and 11 - 13 Sep; Caith, Noss Head 5 May; New Galloway, Kirk 13 Apr. 


tMoorhen Gallinula chloropus Breeding: Shet, one pair bred; Caith, Ross, Inv, 
Aber (Strathbey 3 prs, 6 prs in 1978), Clack, Ayr, Dumf and Kirk all report decrease 
in numbers. Migration and counts: Fair Isle, singles 3 days Apr, 5 days Oct; Perth, 
70+ Stormont L 24 Mar. 


+Coot Fulica atra Breeding: Inv, some suggestion of decrease after severe winter. 
Counts and migration: more on sea than usual Jan - Feb; Shet, 18 Scalloway 13 
Jan - 28 Feb; Fair Isle, 1st and 22 Jan, 23 - 24 Feb and 14 Apr; Caith, 242 L Watten 
16 Dec; Moray, 270 L Spynie 18 Mar; Aber, peaks 600 Strathbeg Oct - Nov, 107 
Ythan 7 Jan; Perth, 322 Coupar Angus 17 Feb; Kinr, 464 L Leven 16 Oct; Fife, 300 
Kilconquhar 17 Oct; W Loth, 425 Linlithgow Dec; Lan, 500 Woodend L 20 Dec; 
Kirk, 360 L Ken 19 Nov; Wig, 226 L Ryan 5 Jan. 


*Crane Grus grus Two: Ythan, Aber the 1978 bird seen until 13 Apr (C.D. Scott 
et al); L Eye, E Ross 22 Dec stayed until 14 Jan 1980 (C. and G. Thomson, C.G. 
Headlam et al). 


+Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Breeding: no evidence of decrease in pairs 
despite severe winter; Shet, good season — a pair had unfledged young Fetlar 
6 Sep; Fair Isle, Ist eggs 30 Apr; Suth, very poor Handa, only 1 young reared from 
20 pairs; Ross, nearly complete failure of breeders Fearn; Inv, first back inland 
13 - 14 March; Arran, average 1 young per pair. Counts and migration: Fair Isle, 
from 29 Jan, mainly from 3 Mar; Suth, 1100 L Fleet 11 Feb; Inv, max 1740 
Whiteness 28 July; Aber, 587 Ythan 20 Mar; Angus, 3000 Montrose Basin 8 Feb; 
Stir/Clack, 1710 Forth est 28 Jan; Midl, 2100 Musselburgh 11 Feb; W Loth, 1300 
ee 9 Sep; Renf, 2250 Erskine — Woodhall 11 Feb; Dumf, 10000 Caerlaverock 
Oct. 


* Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta Two: Ythan, Aber 17 Apr (J.H. Sykes); Doonfoot, 
Ayr 14 Oct (I.H. Leach). 


*Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius Two: Fair Isle, 20 May (D. Buffery); 
Allanton Scrape, Ber 5 May (T.L. Paterson). 


+Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Breeding: Shet, lower nos and poor season 
Yell; Suth, increase in NW; Arran, 35 prs reared 20 young. Counts and migration: 
Shet, 150 Virkie end Aug; Fair Isle, max 65 on 22 August; Suth, 210 L Fleet 25 Aug; 
Inv, 250 Whiteness 23 Aug; Banff, 2 Ben Macdhui.12 June probably arctic birds; 
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Aber, large passage northern birds, 405 Ythan 20 May, 143 on 26th; Angus, 140 
Montrose 23 Sep; Stir, 307 Skinflats 20 May; Midl, 182 Musselburgh 20 May; E 
Loth, 150 Tyninghame 13 May, 200 Aberlady 1 Sep; Ayr, 240 Barassie 15 Apr, 250 
Prestwick 27 Dec; Dumf, 310 Browhouses 28 Apr, 450 on 12 Aug. 


*Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii Immature Sandside Bay, Deerness, 
Ork 9 - 14 June (M. Andrews, S.W. Holmes, D. Lea et al); originally considered 
Greater, suggestions of Lesser are still being investigated. §. 


+Dotterel Charadrius morinellus Breeding: suggestion of increase in numbers and 
more records on lower hills; average success but some problems with late snow. 
No of young — 20 (4 juvs) E Cairngorms 9 Aug, 28 (5 juvs) W Cairngorms 16 Aug. 
Migrants: Shet, Virkie 4 Sep; Fair Isle, imm 5 Sep, adult 20 Sep; E Ross, 3 Knock- 
farrel 12 May; Fife, 7 Kirkcaldy 8 May; Borders, few late April - early May; Dunb, 
1 Beinn Ime 10 Aug; Ayr, 2 Gailes 28 July; Dumf, 1 inland 19 May. 


+Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Breeding: very few comments: good densities 
parts Caith; Inv, bad weather Mar - May interfered with early breeders. Counts and 
migration: Shet, max 450 Fetlar Sep, 420 Spiggie 11 Dec; Fair Isle, 13 Mar - 11 
June, 6 Aug - 1 Nov; Caith, 1000 (10% Northern) Thurso 4 May; Banff, 760 
Whitehills 2 Dec; Aber, fewer Jan - Feb, 700 Northerns Strathbeg 2 May, 2800 
Ythan 1 Sep; Angus, 500 Dun’s Dish 28 Apr; Stir/Clack, 2830 Forth est 7 Oct 
(2500 at Skinflats); W Loth, 1100 Grongfoot 16 Sep; Midl, 1400 Musselburgh 8 Sep; 
Peeb, 650 West Linton 13 Apr; E Loth, 1400 Aberlady 9 Sep; Ayr, 4000 Bogside 1 
Sep, increase to 4500 on 1 Dec; Dumf, 2000 Caerlaverock 24 Apr, 2500 On 8 Oct, 
300 (60% Northern) Templand 2 May; Wig, 1500 L Ryan 14 Oct. 


Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola Nos rather low both seasons. Winter - spring 
counts: Shet, Skerries 25 May; Inv, 2 Breakish Skye 23 Mar; Aber, max 6 Rattray 
Jan - Feb, 6 Ythan 18 Jan; Stir, max 35 Skinflats Feb; Midl, 26 Musselburgh 27 
Jan; E Loth, 180 Aberlady 12 May; Ayr, 6 Turnberry 27 Jan. Summer - autumn: 
Shet, max 7 Quendale 2 Sep; Fair Isle, 3 singles Aug and Oct; O Heb, 33 N Uist 
30 Aug, 35 S Uist 11 Dec; Suth, 13 Dornoch 17 Oct; Inv, 3 Rhum mid-Oct; Nairn, 
17 Old Bar 26 Oct; Aber, from 11 July, max 15 Rattray - St Combs 28 Oct; Angus, 
10 Montrose Basin 18 Sep; Stir, 23 Grangemouth 2 Dec; E Loth, 185 Aberlady Sep - 
Oct; Dunb, singles in summer plumage Endrick Mouth 11 Aug, 2 Sep; Ayr, 19 
Barassie 13 Oct; Dumf, 51 Blackshaw Bank 29 June. 


fLapwing Vanellus vanellus Breeding generally poor: Shet, poor with low nos and 
high chick mortality; Clack, usual nos Devon valley 2 June; Renf, reports low to 
disastrous; S Ayr, much reduced, e.g. none Waterhead — 6 prs in 1978; Kirk, low 
nos, e.g. none near Glentrool where 14 prs in 1978. Counts and migration: Shet, 
900 Hillswick 27 Aug; Fair Isle, arrivals 40 on 22 Feb, 100 on 27th, autumn peak 103 
on 6 Oct; Caith, 2000 May 19 Aug, 5000+ Wick 1 Dec; O Heb, 2000 N Uist 8 Dec; 
Inv, 1st 3 Insh 20 Feb but problems in March severe weather; Aber, 4320 Ythan 20 
Nov; Kinr, 3000 L Leven Sep; Stir/Clack, 12000 Forth est 7 Oct, 5000 of them 
Skinflats; W Loth, 1500 Wallyford 2 Dec; E Loth, 2000 Tyninghame 19 Sep; Ayr, 
4400 Bogside 27 Aug; Dumf, 3100 Heathhall 28 Aug, 4000 Caerlaverock 18 Aug, 
4000 Glencaple 6 Dec. 


Knot Calidris canutus Winter: Fair Isle, one 5 Jan - 1 Mar, 1st winter record; 
Suth, 1500 Brora 14 Jan, 3000 Golspie 11 Feb; Inv, 800+ Whiteness 16 Jan; Banff, 
720 Portgordon 3 Feb; Angus, 10000 Montrose 5 Jan - 8 Feb; Stir/Clack, 8950 Forth 
est 28 Jan; Midl, 3000 Musselburgh 1 Jan; E Loth, more than 1978, 1500 
Tyninghame 25 Feb; Ayr, 350 Bogside 25 Feb. Migration: Shet, 16 Mar - 10 June, 
max 20 Whalsay 22 May; Fair Isle, 2 in May, from 25 July to 13 Oct; Moray, 500 
Findhorn 28 Apr; Angus, Ist return 21 Scurdyness 23 July; Fife, 1500 Kirkcaldy 
14 Dec; Stir, 1st 40 Grangemouth 29 July; Midl, 100 Musselburgh 11 Aug, 7000 on 
24 Nov, 10000 on 8 Dec; E Loth, 1860 Aberlady 16 Nov; Ayr, Ist 18 July. 


Sanderling Calidris alba Winter - spring: Shet, peak 12 Sumburgh 13 June; Fair 
Isle, 7 on 6 June; Caith, 10 Wester 2 June; Aber, 26 Ythan 20 May; Angus, 80 
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Dighty Mouth 1 Feb, 30 Buddon 11 June; Fife, 98 Leven 10 Mar; E Loth, peak 
43 Aberlady 27 May; Dumf, 60 Browhouses 28 Apr. Return passage: Shet, from 9 
July, max 50 Grutness 2 Sep; Fair Isle, 19 July - 18 Sep; W Ross, 51 Achnahaird 29 
Aug; Inv, 41 Whiteness 23 Aug; Aber, 60 Balmedie 10 Aug; Angus, 120 Barnhill 
15 Aug; Midl, 34 Musselburgh 21 July; E Loth, 40 Aberlady 1 Sep; Arg, 8 Islay 17 
July; Ayr, 70 Barassie 2 Sep. 


Little Stint Calidris minuta Spring: two; Shet, Virkie 24 May; Caith, Wick 5 June. 
Autumn: 200 - 250 birds 6 Aug - 23 Oct, mainly two waves early Sep and early Oct; 
reported from Shet, Fair Isle, Caith, Inv, Aber, Angus, Perth, Isle of May, Fife, 
Stir, Midl, E Loth, Renf, Ayr and Wig. Counts: Shet, 35 Dun 2 Sep, 13 Boddam 
3 Oct, 20 Virkie 6 Oct; Fair Isle, 3 - 7 Sep, max 2, 1 - 18 Oct, max 10 on 1st; Caith, 
4 Murkle 10 Oct; Inv, 2 L Harport, Skye 9 Sep; Aber, early 3 Cairnbulg 6 Aug, 8 
Strathbeg 7 Oct; Angus, 3 Barnhill 6 Sep; Midl, 5 Gladhouse 5 Sep, 8 on 17 Oct; E 
Loth, 5 Tyninghame 9 Sep, last Aberlady 23 Oct; Ayr, 3 Barassie 19 Sep. 


+*Temminck’s Stint Calidris temmincki Breeding: 4 localities: main site, Ist on 
23 May, up to 6 birds, bred successfully; adult singing another site 30 May, not 
seen again; one displaying 9 - 16 June, second bird present 10 June, no proof- 
nesting; one present mid June, incubating 4 eggs on 18 June but failed to hatch — 
no sign of mate. 

Migrant: Fair Isle, one 14 - 19 Sep; Dunb, Endrick/Mouth 13 June. 


*White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis One Musselburgh, Midl 17 - 21 Oct 
(A. Stewart, R.W.J. Smith, G.L. Sandeman, L.L.J. Vick) 


*Baird’s Sandpiper Calidris bairdii Two: Bowmore, Islay, Arg 3 June (E. Franklin, 
J.R. Hume): Gladhouse, Midl 8 Sep (L.L.J. Vick) 


*Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotus. Four: Virkie, Shet 2 - 3 Sep (GC, PJE, 
JDO); Fair Isle, 11 Sep (K. Godfrey); Montrose Basin, Angus 13 Sep (N. Benvie) 
and Greenan L, Bute 13 Sep (AJC). 


Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea Spring: not recorded. Autumn: about 200 
birds 12 Aug - 30 Oct: 


Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct 
1-14 15-31 1-14 15-30 


North (Shet - Ross) 13 56 2 1 
East (Moray - Stir) 1 4 47 9 5 
SE (Loth) 15 41 10 ey 
SW (Renf, Ayr and Dumf) bs 11 8 3 


Peaks: Shet, 13 Dun 4 Sep; Caith, 10 Wick 9 Sep; Ross, 7 Achnahaird 4 Sep; Moray, 
11 Findhorn 1 Sep; Fife, 9 Eden est 7 Sep; Stir, 15 Grangemouth 9 Sep; Midl, 19 
Musselburgh 6 Sep; E Loth, 7 Tyninghame 9 Sep; Ayr, 6 Turnberry - Maidens 8 
Sep. Late record Don est, Aber 23 Dec. 


+Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima Breeding: at least one, probably 2: pairs 
returned to area used in 1978, Ist seen 24 Mav; 1 ad with 3 young on 4 July, 2 of 
Noe fledged about 25 July, another adult with 2 young which fledged about 10 
ug. 

Counts: Fair Isle, nos low, 24 on 22 May; Caith, 150 Brims Ness 15 Apr, last 26 
May; Banff, 131 on 13 Jan; Aber/Kinc, 320 Girdleness 19 Apr, 191 on 3 May, last 
3 on 18 May, 570 Fraserburgh 3 Mar; Angus, 150 Scurdyness 26 Oct; Isle of May, 
max 93 on 23 Mar, last 2 June, return 1 July, max 361 on 16 Aug; E Loth, 135 
Dirleton 6 May; Ayr, 72 Turnberry 24 Nov; Kirk, 25 Southerness 10 Mar. 


+Dunlin Calidris alpina Breeding: very few reports — Caith, good densities; Ayr, 
possibly bred New Cumnock. Counts and passage: Shet, low nos spring; Suth, 1000 
Brora 14 Jan; Ross, 70 Achnahaird 7 Sep; Inv, 800 Whiteness Jan - Feb; Aber, low 
nos, max 670 Ythan 28 Jan; Stir/Clack, 4800 Forth est 28 Jan, 2050 Skinflats 15 
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May; Midl, 1600 Seatield 23 DecE Loth, 1100 Tyninghame Jan - Feb; Renf, very 
low nos, max only 945 Erskine - Woodhall 11 Feb; Ayr, 1200 Barassie 27 Jan; Dumf, 
6000 Browhouses 12 Aug, 4000 Caerlaverock 6 Nov. 


*Buff-breasted Sandpipe 7ryngites subruficollis Four: Midl, Musselburgh 3 Aug 
(P.M. Ellis, K.D. Shaw); E Loth, Aberlady 4 - 8 Aug (A. Brown, G.L. Sandeman 
et al); Dumf, 2 Caerlaverock 18 - 20 Sep (M. Wright). 


Buff-breasted Sandpiper Aberlady, E. Loth. Photo: A. Brown 


Ruff Philomachus pugnax Winter - spring: Shet, Unst 1 June; Fair Isle, singles 
21 May, 3rd and 28 June; O Heb, S Uist 6 June; Ross, Rosemarkie (dead) 18 Feb; 
Moray, Lossiemouth 9 Apr; Aber, few Jan - May, max 4 Rattray 18 Apr - 13 May; 
Kinr, L Leven 20 June; W Loth, 5 Grongfoot 10 Mar; E Loth, 14 Aberlady Jan - 
Mar; Ayr, 2 singles Jan; Wig, 1 - 2 L Ryan Jan - Feb. Autumn: Shet, peaks 28 
Hillwell 1 Aug, 49 Dun 2 Sep, last Unst 15 Nov; Fair Isle, 25 July - 30 Oct, max 8 on 
12 Aug; Caith, 12 Aug - 7 Sep, max 20 Wick 22 Aug; reasonable numbers Aug - Oct 
coast Moray south and W coast Arg south; Aber, peaks 24 Ythan 19 Aug, 35 
Peterhead 26 Aug, late 5 Ythan 29 Dec; Fife, 10 Eden est 7 Sep; Midl, 12 
Musselburgh 3 Sep; E Loth, 10 Aberlady 8 Aug; Ber, 16 West Water 19 Aug; Lan, 
12 Summerston 27 Aug; Ayr, 32 Blairbowie 21 - 26 Aug; Dumf, 5 East Park 3 Sep. 


Jack Snipe Lymnocryptes minimus Small scattered nos to 9 Apr, return from 1 Sep; 
noteworthy records: Fair Isle, none spring, from 1 Sep, max 10 on 3 Oct, 15 on 14 
Oct; Suth, 6 Dornoch 23 Dec; Inv, 1 Broadford, Skye 1 Feb; Aber/Kinc, Gregness 9 
Apr; Fife, 7 Shell Bay 28 Feb; Dunb, 4 Fannyside L 9 Oct, 12 Paisley Moss 29 Oct, 
13 on 7 Dec; Ayr, 5 Glenburn 6 Apr, 20 Glenburn 3 Nov. 


+Snipe Gallinago gallinago No reported changes in breeding status. Counts and 
migration: large autumn influx in mid-Oct noted throughout country: Shet, max 230 
Spiggie 13 Oct; Fair Isle, peaks 35 on 18 Aug, 70 on 13 Oct; Caith, 100 Wick 17 
Oct; Fife Ness, 30+ on 2-5 Oct; Dunb, 120 Dullatur 21 Oct; Renf, 91 Paisley Moss 
12 Oct; Lan, 120 Libberton 14 Oct; Ayr, 123 Glenburn 3 Nov; Wig, 100+ L Connell 
21 Oct. 


+Woodcock Scolopax rusticola Breeding: roding from 14 Mar Aber and Kirk; 
numbers lower Inv and Perth. Counts and migration: Fair Isle, spring max 5 
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on 16 Apr, from 1 Oct, mainly end Oct. max S@ on 26th, 110 on 29th; Inv, high 
numbers in Skye in Jan - Feb, low Nov - Dec; Aber, more on coast Jan - mid-Feb; 
Isle of May, autumn passage from 3 Oct, max 40 on 26 Oct highest since 1962; 
Ayr, 3 Doonfoot 4 Jan. 


+Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Breeding: pair usual site Shet hatched young 
but no knowledge fledging success; mainland 11 (8 in summer plumage) present 
May - June but no proof of breeding. Winter - spring: Shet, passage May, max 4 
Hillwell; Fair Isle, one 9 May; Moray, 2 Lossiemouth 29 Apr; Aber, 2 Rattray 3 
May; singles Angus, Kinr; Stir, 3 Grangemouth 16 Feb; few Midl, E Loth; Arg, 
singles Gribon, Mull 15 Apr, Islay 30 Apr; Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 6 - 8 May, 3 on 
12 - 14 May; Renf, S Barr Loch 5 May; Ayr, singles Jan, Mar and Apr; Dumf, 
flock Caerlaverock/Carsethorn, Dumf/ Kirk Mar - Apr, max 131 on 24 Apr. 

Autumn: Shet, 1 - 2 in Sep; Fair Isle, 5 on 13 July; O Heb, 4 Harris 6 Aug; Caith, 
max 4 Wick 5 Oct; E Ross/Inv, tew July - Oct, max 3 Longman 9 Sep; Aber, max 
13 Strathbeg 4 July, 15 Ythan 13 Sep; Angus, 5 Montrose 13 July; Fife, 44 Eden est 
10 Aug, peak 98 on 5 Nov; Isle of May, 2 on 21 Aug; Stir, max 5 Grangemouth 
7 Oct; W Loth, 4 Cramond 2 Nov; Lan, 2 Summerston 11 Sep; Ayr, 4 Ballochbroe 
21 Aug, 5 Balkenna 12 Oct; Dumf, 14 Browhouses 3 Aug. 


Bar-tailed Godwit Limosalapponica Peak counts: Suth, 800 Brora 4 Jan, 2000 
Dornoch 21 Jan, 800 on 18 Oct; Ross, 700 adults 28 July; Inv, 1000 Whiteness Feb, 
940 on 12 Oct; Fife, 400 Kinshaldy 7 Aug; Stir/Clacks, 395 Inner Forth 28 Jan, 
410 on 7 Oct; Midl, 1100 Musselburgh 11 Feb, 1050 on 7 Oct; E Loth, 700 Aberlady 
21 July, 1070 on 23 Oct; Kirk, 500 Southerness 28 Dec. Migration: Fair Isle, 13 
July - 2 Oct; Aber, 100 Strathbeg 26 Sep; Ber, 4 on 9 July, few to peak of 20 on 19 
Aug; Dunb, singles Ednrick Mouth 17 June, 17 July. 


+Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus Breeding: Shet, good numbers and good breeding 
season, Ist 23 Apr, main arrival 6 - 13 May, Ist young seen 18 June; O Heb, 
2 females laid 8 eggs in same nest St Kilda; Scottish mainland, 1 - 2 prs (one pr 
anxious) 17 June but no proof of successful breeding. Spring: Fair Isle, 9 on 28 Apr, 
daily 2 May - 20 June, peak 9 on 17 May; Caith, 2 Reay 21 Apr; Aber, 1 N Rattray 17 
Apr, 3 Strathbeg on 19th; Midl, 3 Musselburgh 14 Apr; Ayr, 5 Blairbowie 1 May; 
Dumf, small parties N Duncow all day 13 May. Autumn: Shet, last 30 Sep; Fair Isle, 
5 July - 3 Oct, max 10 on 19 July; Caith, more than usual Aug, max 15 Noss 2 Aug, 
20 Wick 20 Aug, last Wick 7 Oct; Inv, more - 36 Longman 30 July, 7OW Ardersier 
28 July, 40 W on 30 July, 1 Rhum 27 Nov; Moray, 28 S Lossiemouth 16 Aug; Aber, 
30 S Peterhead 25 July, 31 Strathbeg 31 July; Isle of May, from 6 July, peaks 14 on 
29 July, 20 on 13 Aug are high; Midl, max 19 Musselburgh 20 Aug, last 27 Oct; 
E Loth, 24 Tyninghame 24 Aug; Ber, St Abbs 26 July - 14 Sep, max 20 on 23 Aug; 
Arg, 20 S Tobermory 22 Aug. 


+Curlew Numenius arquata Breeding: Shet, song from 10 Feb, full clutch by 5 May; 
Fair Isle, 4 prs bred — continued increase; Kirk, pair still with young Grobdale 19 
Aug. Counts: Inv, main inland arrivals Insh and Garten 13 - 30 Mar; Moray, 388 
Covesea 23 Dec; Aber, nos high, 630 Ythan 4 Aug, 1200 Whinnyfold 1 Nov, 1075 
Sandhaven 5 Sep; Kinr, 350 L Leven 17 Aug; Stir/Clack, 1610 Forth est 7 Oct; 
W Loth, 800 Cramond 14 Jan; E Loth, 610 Aberlady 21 July; Ayr, 2000 New 
Cumnock 18 Aug, 1400 Doonfoot - Greenan 24 Aug, 1500 Barassie 25 Aug. 


Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus Winter - spring: Shet, Baltasound 25 - 26 
June; Fair Isle, 19 May; Inv, summer plumage adult inland one date May; W Loth, 
Cramond 1 Feb; Midl, 3 Musselburgh 24 Mar, 1 on 9th, 2 on 24 Apr, 1 on S May; 
Lan, 1 Summerston 26 Apr; Ayr, 1 Shewalton 9 Jan. Passage from 2 Aug (Isle of 
May); recorded individuals per period as below: 
Aug Aug Sep Sep Oct Nov 
1-14 15-31 1-14  =§ 15-30 


North (Shet-Inv) 7 3 1 1 

East (Moray-Stir) D 20+ 20+ 10 4 1 
SE (Loth-Borders) 10 iy 5 2 5 1 
SW (Lan-Kirk) 2 2 1 1 2 
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Noteworthy records: Aber, 9 Ythan 25 Aug, 13 on 1 Sep; Fife, 1 Cambo 11 Nov; 
W Loth, 6 Cramond 3 Aug; Midl, 7 Gladhouse 18 Aug; Ayr, 2 Shewalton 2 - 11 Nov. 


tRedshank 7ringatotanus Breeding: Angus, numbers down; Ayr, 3 pairs New 
Cumnock is decrease. High mortality recorded some areas Jan - Feb, e.g. Angus 
and Fite. Counts: Fair Isle, 122 on‘4 May is high, autumn peak 35 on 11 Sep; Suth, 
150 N Brora 5 May; Ross, 150 N dusk Tarradale 5 May; Moray, 2000 Findhorn 17 
Apr; Aber, 811 Ythan 26 Apr, 1272 on 12 Sep; Fife, 425 Eden est 10 Aug; Isle of 
May. max 13 on 11 Sep; Stir/Clack, 1790 Forth 28 Jan, 2650 on 7 Oct; Dunb/Renf, 
lower numbers Clyde, 3043 Erskine - Woodhall 11 Feb, 4200 Clyde est 7 Oct; Ayr, 
800 Bogside 18 Aug. 


*Marsh Sandpiper 7ringa stagnatilis One Doontoot, Ayr 29 July (I.H. Leach) is 
3rd Scottish record. 


+Greenshank Tringa nebularia Breeding: Caith, good numbers; Aber, up to 2 birds 
middle Deeside and also reported several places upper Deeside; Perth, apparently 
good season. Winter: Ross (2); Inv, 7 Breakish, Skye 22 Jan; Stir/Clack (1), E Loth 
(1), Dunb (4), Renf (2), Ayr (4), Kirk/ Wig (2). Counts and migration: Shet, 24 Apr - 
13 June, 21 July - 9 Oct, max 4 Fetlar 18 Aug; Fair Isle, 30 July - 10 Sep, max 4 on 7 
Sep; Aber, 12 Ythan 3 May, 10 on 25 Aug; Angus, exceptional autumn Montrose 
11 July - 8 Oct, peaks 25 on 23 Aug, 30 0n 12 Sep; Fife, 33 Eden est 25 Aug; E Loth, 
20 Tyninghame 15 Aug; Renf, 35 Woodhall 7 Oct; Dumf, 10 Browhouses 12 Aug. 


*Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes One Montrose Basin, Angus 6 - 20 Sep (J.A.C. 
Clark et al) §. 


Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus Winter - spring: Shet (2), Fair Isle, singles 8th, 
14 Apr and 9 days 7 - 28 May; Aber, Mintlaw 9 Jan, Strathbeg 17 May; Angus, 
Westhaven 5 May; Midl (1), Selk (1), Ber (1), Ayr, Tarholm Jan - 16 Apr; Dumf, 
Brow Well 15 Feb. Summer: | in song 20 May inland Inv. Autumn: Shet, 4 between 
1 Aug - 5 Sep; Fair Isle, between 31 July - 8 Sep, peaks 5 on 17 Aug, 9 on 18th; 
Caith, (4) including 3 L of Mey 19 Aug; Suth (3), Inv (1), Moray (1), Aber, more 
than usual, 31 July - 18 Nov, max 4 Ythan 18 Aug; Angus (6), Perth (1), Kinr (1), 
Fife (1), Isle of May, 11 Aug, 8 - 13 Sep; Midl (4), E Loth (4); Ber, (5) including 
3 Allanton 4 - 13 Aug; Dunb (2), W Stir (2), Lan (1), Ayr (7); 1 Arran 1 - 3 Sep is Ist 
for isle. 


+Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Breeding: Ross, 1 ad one site 24 June; Inv, 2+ 
prs bred at one site, song 10 May - 12 July, 1 probably 2, broods seen 14 - 16 June, 
2 at 2nd site 23 May, 1 on 28th. Migration, singles unless stated: Shet, Lerwick 
15 May, 2 Hillweil 17 May, Skerries 21 - 22 May, Fetlar 15 June, Skerries 18 Aug, 
2 on 19 Aug, Hillwell 7 Oct; Fair Isle, 17 - 21 May, 30 May, 17 Aug, 2 on 20 Aug; 
Caith, Wick 4 June; Aber, Ythan 18 Aug, 15 Sep; Fife, Earlshall 18 May, Morton L 
14 May, St Andrews 1 Sep; Midl, Gladhouse 28 July, 19 Aug, Threipmuir Ist and9 
Sep; E Loth, Tyninghame 18 Aug; Ber, Coldingham mid-July, Ayton 21 Aug; Ayr, 
Blairbowie 18 - 21 Aug, 30 Sep, Doonfoot 22 Sep. 


*Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus One Westing, Unst. Shet 14 Aug (E.J. Austin): 
3rd Scottish record. 


+Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Breeding: Shet, 7 pairs; Renf, cold spring 
apparently caused decrease on high ground and increase in coastal territories; 
Ayr, fewer Tarholm; Arran, increase to 37 pairs. Arrivals: 7 Mar (very early) 
Lockerbie, Dumf; 12 Apr Craigdews, Kirk; 13 Apr Musselburgh, Midl; 14 Apr Ayr, 
Islay and Aber, then noticeable influx but none in Shet/Fair Isle until 10 May. 
Migration: Fair Isle, 10 May - 10 June and 17 Aug (10) to 19 Oct; Inv, 57 Insh 10 
July; Midl, 24 Musselburgh 5 Aug; Dunb, 30 Endrick Mouth 17 July. 


Turnstone Arenaria interpres Counts and migration: Fair Isle, absent 27 June - 
24 July; Inv, 15 SW inland Ashie Moor 15 Aug, 70 Whiteness 28 July; Aber/N 
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Kinc, 377 Greg Ness - Girdleness 19 Apr, 134 back by 31 July, 349 on 5 Dec, 955 
Fraserburgh - Rosehearty 31 Mar, 820 on 22 Sep; Angus, 1 inland Kinnordy 18 
Aug; Isle of May, max 250 on 18 Apr, 347 on 23 Aug; Midl, 450 Musselburgh 13 
May; Peeb, 3 West Water 13 May; Dunb, 1 Endrick Mouth 24 Oct; Ayr, 200 
Prestwick 9 Oct. 


+Red-necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus Breeding: Shet, Ist 292 17 May, Ist 
oo 27 May, 21 pairs Fetlar, a mixed season with an unusual 412 week spread in 
laying dates resulting in newly hatched chicks as late as 1 Aug, single pairs bred at 
2 other sites; last seen 20 Aug; Hebrides, 4 pairs bred successfully at 4 sites; 
Scottish mainland, 1 - 2 pairs (max 5 birds) present at one site and probably bred; 
1 pair agitated at new locality and probably attempted to breed. Migrants: Fair 
Isle on 16 Sep; Aber, 1 N Fraserburgh 25 Apr, 1 Don est 1 - 3 Sep; Dumb, 1 Endrick 
Mouth 17 June. 


*Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius Winter: E Loth, Port Seton 17 - 23 Feb; 
Midl, Musselburgh singles 11 Feb and 17 - 18 Mar; Aber, 1 Collieston 17 - 20 Feb; 
Banff, 1 Whitehills from 3 Dec, 1978 to 7 Jan. Autumn: Fair Isle, one on crossing 
26 Sep; O Heb, 1 North Uist 2 Oct; Caith, 1 Wick 25 - 28 Dec; Aber, 2 Ythan 28 Aug. 


Pomarine Skua Stercorarius pomarinus Spring: Shet, Fetlar 20 May; O Heb, North 
Uist 11 June, 2 St Kilda 28 June; Suth, 73 N Handa 1 - 5 May; Inv, 4 Mallaig 7 May; 
Banff, Buckpool 21 Jan; Aber, 2 Girdleness 2 May; Midl, singles Musselburgh 
1 Apr, 5 May; E Loth, Barns Ness 31 Mar, Aberlady 14 Apr; Arg, 4 Sound of Mull 
28 Apr. Autumn, c70, only record in SW between Mull and Coll 29 Aug: 


Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
North (Shet - Inv) 1 10 1 2) 6 4 
East (Moray - Stir) 5 5 14 - 1 ik 
SE (Loth - Ber) - 3 13 4 1 - 


Peaks: O Heb, 5 Lewis 9 Nov; Inv, 2 Alturlie Pt 16 Dec; Aber, 2 Peterhead 30 July, 
2 Collieston 30 Sep; Angus, 3 Westhaven 30 Sep; E Loth, 2 Barns Ness 25 Aug,’ 
8 on 13 Sep. 


¢Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus Breeding: Shet, 40 prs Papa Stour, 20 - 30 
prs Bressay, 15 - 20 prs Hascosay, 15 prs Whalefirth, Yell, 272 prs Foula; Fair Isle, 
114 prs; Suth, 6 prs Handa. Arrivals and migration: Shet, Ist Fetlar 23 Apr, last 
Sumburgh 28 Oct; Fair Isle, 17 Apr - 24 Sep; Caith, 1st Crosskirk 14 Apr, 58N Noss 
Head 14 Aug, | Noss Head 9th, 15 Dec; Aber, 1 Peterhead 13 Jan, 1 Girdleness 
20 Jan, 21 Apr - 10 Nov peaks 72 Peterhead 30 Apr, 77 on 17 Aug; Angus, 9 
Montrose Basin 9 Aug; Fife, 21 S/2 hrs Fife Ness 1 Sep; Isle of May, 14 on 26 Sep; 
Midl, 1 Seafield 1 Apr, 9 on 7 Oct; W Loth, 10 Hound Pt 18 Aug; E Loth, 1 Barns 
Ness 17 Mar, 37/2 hrs Tyninghame 18 Aug; Ber, 13 St Abbs 15 Sep; Arg. 20+ Mull 
- Tiree 20 Aug. 


*Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus Shet, 1st S Papa Stour 15 July; Fair 
sle, Ad 6 June; O Heb, 27 N Balranald 18 May, 3 ads off Harris 15 June, 1 N Uist 
15 Aug; I Heb, 1 Tiree 6 June, 1 ad Little Minch 16 June; Suth, Ad Handa 14 June; 
Aber, | Kinnaird Head 14 Aug; E Loth, 1 Tyninghame 18 Aug. 


Great Skua Stercorarius skug Breeding: Shet, poor season, 20 prs Hascosay, 40 
prs Lumbister - Vollister, 8 - 10 Prs Graveland, Yell, 1 pr Papa Stour; Fair Isle, 
22 prs; Suth, 12 prs Handa. Arrivals and migration: Shet, 26 Mar - 30 Sep, 1 Fetlar - 
Skerries 13 Dec; Fair Isle, 29 Mar - 29 Oct; Caith, 4 birds intand June, 115 N Wick 
26 Aug, 2 Noss 9 Dec; Inv, Caol 3 Mar, Glen Feshie 26 Apr; Ross, 11 Chanonry 
Ness 27 Sep; Moray, Findhorn 24 Jan; Aber, N Kine 3 Girdleness 20 Jan, 1 
Peterhead 22 Jan, 29 Mar - 27 Oct peaks 151 Peterhead 18 Aug, 64 on 26 Aug. 

1 on 18 Nov; Kinr, 1 dying L Leven 25 Oct; Fife, 8 Fife Ness 18 Aug; Isle of May, 

10 Jul - 28 Sep; W Loth, 18 Hound Pt 30 Sep; E Loth, 12 Barns Ness 15 Sep; Ber, 
12 St Abbs 27 Aug; Dunb, Endrick Mouth 21 Sep; Ayr, Gailes 11 Feb. 
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*Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus Four: W Loth, Ist Y Port Edgar 
21 Feb - May (JMD, GB et al); Midl, Ad Musselburgh 2 Jan (GFB) and Newhaven 
17 Feb (P. Wilson), 1 Mussleburgh 2 Sep (SdP, SRdP); Ayr, 1st Y Irvine 28 Feb and 
Doontoot 8 May (DLC, RHH). 


Little Guli Larus minutus Shet, 1 Strand 12 June - 1 July, 1 Pool of Virkie 1 - 20 Aug, 
1 Hillwell 2 - 16 Sep; Fair Isle, 1 on 17 Sep; O Heb, 1 N Uist Aug; Caith, 3 winter - 
spring, 3 autumn: Ross, Ullapool 26 July; Moray, Findhorn 17 Apr; Aber, more 
than usual, present Meikle 19 May - 1 Sep max 140n7 July and 12 Aug; Angus, nos 
very low, peaks only 9 Arbroath Z Feb, 11 Westhaven 29 Sep; Fife, regular as usual, 
up to 100 Jan - Mar, 250+ Kilconquhar 8 Aug; Isle of May, 1 on 6th, 2 on 27 Aug; 
Stir, Skinflats 25 Feb and 20 May; W Loth, Port Edgar 21 Feb and 22 Apr; Mid, 
4 winter - spring, 11 autumn max 5 Musselburgh 26 Oct; E Loth, more frequent, 
regular Aug max 4; Ber, 4 birds St Abbs 26 Aug - 23 Sep; Arg, Lochgilphead 6 Oct; 
Lan, 2 Lamington 21 Oct; Dunb, 4 birds Endrick Mouth 9 Jun - 30 Aug; Ayr, 
Stevenson 23 Jun, Hunterston 23 Sep. 


*Sabine’s Gull Larus sabini Six: Fair Isle, juv 16 Sep (R.J. Johns); Aber, ad 
Fraserburgh 11 Jan (DIMW),; Isle of May, juv 9 Oct (DWW et al); E Loth, ad Barns 
Ness 25 Aug (J.M. Dickson); Inv, ad L Snizort, Skye 19 Aug (MRM); Dumf, ad 
Shillahill 7 June (R.J. Shimmings). 


+Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus Breeding: Caith, 100 prs Broubster; Inv, 
1000 + prs Insh; Aber, 1500 prs L of Leys, 1100 prs Dinnet, 1000 prs Strathbeg; 
Angus, 6000 prs Kinnordy, 400 prs Kirriemuir; Perth, 350 prs Gartrenich Moss, 
300 prs Dunalastair, several sites abandoned, Clack/Stir, 150 prs L Carron; Midl, 
200 prs Harperrig; Peeb, 1000 prs West Water, 350 prs Mount Bog; Ayr, 400 prs 
L Macaterick; Kirk, 600 prs L Moan. Counts: Inv, 3300 L Garten 10 Apr; Aber, 
2000 Girdleness 27 Jan, 5000 Skene 4 Sep, 25 Nov, 8 Dec; Angus, 2000 Montrose 
Harbour 17 Sep; Midl, 3000 Musselburgh 9 Sep, 8000 Seafield 31 Dec; Dunb, 2500 
Fannyside L 25 Nov; Renf, 9000 Erskine - Woodhall 11 Feb, 4000 Balgray 23 Dec; 
Ayr, 2000 Doontoot 18 Aug, 5000 Barassie 17 Sep. 


*Ring-billed Gull Larus delawarensis One adult Lossiemouth, Moray 5 Feb (D. 
Allen) - second record for Scotland. 


t+Common Gull Larus canus Breeding: Shet, poor season; Fair Isle, 5 prs; Suth, 
13 prs Handa; Renf, 350 prs L Thom/Gryfe but few young; Ayr, 30 prs L Riecawr; 
Kirk, decrease, Kendoon and L Moan, sites no longer used. Counts and passage: 
Shet, 1000 NE Whalsay and 600 NE Skerries 13 Apr; Fair Isle, 220 on 13 Apr, return 
from 1 Aug max 550 on 1 Oct; Aber, 20000+ Skene 4 Sep - 31 Dec max 45000 on 
25 Nov; W Loth, 6000 Queensferry - Blackness 10 Mar; Midl, 11000 Seafield 3 Jan, 
15000 on 31 Dec, 6000+ Gladhouse 10 Dec; Peeb, 12 - 15000 Portmore 10 Nov; 
Ayr, 6000 Barassie 17 Sep, 19000 Meikle Craigs 30 Sep. 


tLesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus Breeding: Aber, increase to 100 prs 
Correen Hills; Angus, 4 - 5 prs Prail Castle; Firth of Forth, 25 prs Bass Rock, 225 
prs Craigleith. Arrivals and counts: Fair Isle, 25 Mar - 6 Oct max 60 on 22 Aug; 
Caith, 80 imms Geise/Buckies 26 June; Aber/NKinc 1st Girdleness 4 Mar; Stir, 
50 L Elrig 16 Apr; Midl, 10 Seafield 22 Feb, 45 on 28th; Peeb, 31 West Water 29 
July; Rent, 650 Balgray res 7 Oct; Ayr, 32 Doontoot 22 Feb, 200 on 4 Apr, 350 on 
18 Aug. Winter records Angus, Perth, Fife, Midl, E Loth, Dunb, Renf (100 Balgray 
res 9 Dec), Ayr, Dumf, Scandinavian C.f. fuscus: Fair Isle, 1 on 15 Apr; North Sea, 
4 Forties Field 7 Apr; Midl, Granton 10 Mar, Seafield 16 Dec, Duddingston 29 Dec; 
Ayr, 2 0n 16 Mar. 


tHerring Gull Larus argentatus Breeding: Suth, 198 prs Handa; Aber, 70 prs 
Peterhead Prison; Kinc, 663 occupied nests St Cyrus 17 May; Kirk/Wig, 200 birds 
Scar Rocks colony 26 June. Counts: Shet, after gales 10000 Spiggie 9 - 15 Dec, 
partial albino Ting 5 May; Fair Isle, 2300 on 18 Sep; Caith, 3000 Lythmore 24 Jan, 
3-4000 L Calder Nov - Dec; Aber, 6500 Greg Ness - Girdleness 13 Jan, 3000 
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Fraserburgh 22 Sep, albino Girdleness 15 Feb; Stir, 1500 Grangemouth 11 Nov; 
Ayr, 3000 Ayr 16 Mar, 3000 Barassie 17 Sep. 


Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides 60+: Shet, 10 winter - spring, max 4 Scalloway, 
4 singles Nov - Dec; Fair Isle, singles 19 Jan and 14 May; Caith, 12 winter - spring 
max 7 Wick, 1 Wick June - Aug, 4 autumn - winter; Inv, Ob Lusa 25 Jan, Portree 
1 Jan - 1S May, Inverness 14 Apr, Rhum 27 Oct; Moray, Lossiemouth 13 Mar; 
Banff, 1 on 25 Feb; Aber, 16+ winter - spring, max 3 Fraserburgh 11 Jan, 1 
Girdleness 23 - 25 Dec; Fife, Kirkcaldy 7 Apr; Ayr, Shewalton 4 - 5 Apr; Wig, 
Glencaple 15 Mar; Kirk, Dalbeattie 23 May. 


(+)Glaucous Gull Larus hyperboreus Breeding: Shet, for Sth year bird mated with 
Herring Gull, raised 2 young. Recorded every month: Shet, 25+ winter - spring, 
36+ autumn - winter; Aber, 30+ winter - spring; more S of Clyde - Forth where 
35+ birds (17+ Ayr). Inland: Inv, Insh 8 Feb; Dunb, Endrick Mouth 16 Jan and 
13 Aug; Renf, Balgray res 23 Dec; Lan, Libberton 4 Aug. Presumed hybrids x 
Herring Gull: Fair Isle on 16 - 17 Oct; Aber, Fraserburgh 24 Feb. 


+Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus Breeding: Shet, 40 prs Bigga, 30+ prs 
Aastack, Yell, 20 prs Laxobiggin and Inniscord lochs; Suth, 48 prs Handa; Angus, 
single prs holding territory Prail Castle and Rumness; Firth of Forth, 1-2 prs Fidra 
and Craigleith. Counts: Shet, 1450 Spiggie 30 Sep, 1200 on 11 Oct; Fair Isle, 2500 
on 19 Sep, 1900 on 30th; Moray, 1150 Lossiemouth 28 Aug; Aber, 700 Strathbeg 
8 Feb, 2500 on 20 Sep; Angus, 350 Kinnaber 1 Sep; E Loth, 500 Aberlady 28 Aug. 


*Ross’s Gull Rhodestethia rosea Adult Mid Yell, Shet 3 May (R.J. Tulloch) 


+Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Breeding: Shet, poor season; Fair Isle, better year with 
less post-fledging mortality; Ross, 428 nests North Sutor; Inv, recovery to 1463 
nests Rhum; Banff, 10000 nests Troup Head; Angus, 1580 prs along coast; Isle of 
May, 4940 prs; Firth of Forth, 2150 nests Bass Rock, 510 Craigleith, 68 Lamb, 
258 Fidra; Wig, 384 nests Mull of Galloway, 45 Port Mona. Counts and passage: 
Suth, 10000 Brora 18 Sep; Aber, 9000 W/2 hrs Fraserburgh and 7000N/1 hr Rattray 
28 Apr, 5000 Strathbeg 8 June; Angus, 2000 North Esk Jul - Aug; Stir, 200 Skinflats 
11 Feb; Midl, 1800 W Seafield 3 Mar, 1400 E on 16 Mar; Arran 1200 on 6 Sep. 
Inland: Angus, Kinnordy 12 Aug; Dunb, L Lomond 18 Feb; Renf, Balgray res 21 
Apr. 


*Ivory Gull Pagophila eburnea 1st year Sullom Voe, Shet 29 Dec (M. Heubeck, 
M.G. Richardson, R.J. Tulloch) 


*Caspian Tern Sterna caspia One West Voe, Sumburgh, Shet 8 Oct (I1.G. Davidson) 


tSandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Breeding: Caith, 2 colonies Stroma, one of 
40 prs failed, another of 80 prs with 120 birds (S0% juvs) on 20 July; Aber, no 
information; Firth of Forth, 604 prs Inchmickery. Passage: Shet, 7 birds; Fair Isle 
13 birds (high); O Heb, 1 South Uist 12 Aug; Suth, 200 Kyle of Tongue 28 July; 
Inv, 28 Castle Stuart 10 Oct; Moray, Ist 3 Findhorn 9 Apr, 800 Whiteness 28 Jul; 


32 


Angus 500 Usan 3 Aug; Isle of May, 2 0n 18 Apr, 10 May - 1 Oct max 23 on 18 Sep; 
W Loth, Ist Port Edgar 18 Mar; ‘Midl, Ist Musselburgh 20 Mar, 335 there on 18 
Aug, 1 SW inland Glencorse 13 July; E Loth, ist Port Seton 22 Mar; Ayr, Ist 
Turnberry 4 Apr, 112 (36 juvs) Bogside 28 July, last 2 Meikle Craigs 10 Oct. Winter: 
Midl, Granton 28 Feb, Musselburgh 15 Dec; E Loth, Gosford/Aberlady 28 Jan, 
Yellowcraig 2 Dec. 


*tRoseate Tern Sterna dougalli Breeding: Firth of Forth, 40 prs Inchmickery was 
lowest ever; E Loth, 1 pr Aberlady; Fife, 30 (9 imms) Kirkcaldy 10 Aug must have 
been trom Inchmickery. Seven other records totalling 10 birds; Inv, Glenuig 10 
June; Aber, 2 Strathbeg 23 Apr, Fraserburgh 15 Aug; Angus, Westhaven 4 May; 
Isle of May, 30 June (1st since 1966); W Loth, 3 Queensferry 16 Sep; Midl, Seafield 
21 May. 


tCommon Tern Sterna hirundo Breeding: Shet, poor season Fetlar colony; Fair 
Isle, 25 prs, good success; Suth, poor season; Aber, no information; Angus, 145 
prs bred 3 inland sites but little success; Kinr, 13 prs L Leven; Isle of May, pr laid 
an egg which was lost (1st attempted breeding since 1957); Firth of Forth, 500 prs 
Inchmickery; Stir, 60 prs reared 50 young Carronmouth; Midl, 65 prs Leith Docks; 
Ayr, 16 prs Horse Island, 1 - 2 prs Ballantrae failed, 2 prs reared 1 young Meikle 
Craigs; Arran, 4 prs Machrie, failed Pladda; Wig, failed Genoch Rocks, small nos 
successful inland. Passage: Moray, Ist Spey Bay 14 Apr; Dumf, 2 Annan 15 Apr; 
E Loth, Aberlady 28 Apr; Isle of May, 12 May - 6 Oct; Shet, last 2 on 6 Oct; Fife, 2 
St Andrews 6 Oct; Midl, last 10 Musselburgh 14 Oct. 


fArctic Tern Sterna paradisaea Breeding: Shet, 4594 nests Fetlar, 4500 prs Foula, 
3000 Papa Stour, 300 Boddam, 300 Grutness, 150 Burra, mixed success with many 
colonies failing but others having good season; Caith, 4 colonies totalling 3200 prs 
Stroma thought to have failed; Aber, no information; Angus, 90+ prs at 1 site but 
most robbed; Ayr, 18 prs Horse Island, 20 - 22 prs Ballantrae reared only 2 young, 
10 prs and 7 young Meikle Craigs 28 July; Arran, only 1 nest Pladda; Wig, 1 pr 
New England Bay. Passage: E Loth, Ist North Berwick 13 Apr; Shet, Ist 2 Whalsay 
29 Apr, 700 on 10 May; Caith, 500 L Of Mey 22 July; Isle of May, 17 - 30 May, 
7 July - 28 Sep; last Dales Voe, Shet 10 Oct. 


*Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus 1st summer bird Stromness, Ork 6 - 7 Aug (J. 
Hamilton) — new bird for Scotland. 


Little Tern Sterna albifrons Breeding: Caith, pr held territory Wester but no proof 
of breeding: Aber, no information; Angus/Kinc, 71 prs at 4 colonies reared only 
8 young; Fife, 3 prs failed; E Loth, record 40 prs Tyninghame, also bred Aberlady; 
Ayr, 6+ prs Ballantrae. Passage: Ayr, Ist Stevenson 14 Apr, Barassie 21 Apr; 
Kirk, 3 Southerness 1 May; E Loth, Barns Ness 2 May; last Banff, Portgordon 7 
Sep; Isle of May 27 Sep. 


*Black Tern Chlidonias niger Five spring: Angus, Kinnordy 8 June, Buddon 27 - 29 
June; E Loth, Tyninghame 17 May; Dunb, Fannyside L 10 May, Endrick Mouth 20 
May. Autumn 27 birds: Angus, 3 Kinnordy 20 Aug, 1 on 23rd; Perth, L of Menteith 
9 Sep; Fife, Eden est 18 Aug and 22 Sep, Fife Ness 13 Sep, 2 Taymouth 2 Sep; 
Isle of May 7 Sep; Midl, 2 Gladhouse 12 Aug, 2 Cramond 15 Aug, 6 Musselburgh 
18 Aug, 1 on 2 Sep; E Loth, Barns Ness 10th, 11th, 25 Aug, Tyninghame 18 Aug; 
Wig, L Ryan 10 - 17 Oct. 


*White-winged Black Tern Chlidonias leucopterus Adult Gladhouse, Midl 12 Aug 
(L.L.J. Vick). 


$Guillemot Uriaaalge Breeding: Shet, poor season Foula, better at expanding 
Sumburgh colony; Fair Isle, good season with little chick mortality; Firth of Forth, 
1480 birds Craigleith, 860 Lamb (both decreases); Kirk/Wig, 1200 birds Scar 
Rocks. Inland: 1 Langholm, Dumf 3 Dec released Solway 4th. 
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*Brunnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia One found dead Rattray, Aber 25 Feb (R.D. 
Elliot). 


tRazorbill Alca torda Breeding: Shet, poor season Foula; Fair Isle, good season 
with very low chick mortality; Firth of Forth, 64 sites Craigleith, 23 Inchkeith, 20 
Lamb, 17 Fidra; Kirk/ Wig, 100 birds Scar Rocks. 


+Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle Breeding: Shet, breeding nos badly affected by 
oiling incident early in year (633 killed Sullom oil spill early Jan) e.g. only 1 pr on 
Yell Sound islands, very low nos Whalsay islands; Fair Isle, better season; Ross, 
small increase North Sutor; Renf, pr reared 2 young in hole under roof of shipyard 
building Port Glasgow; Arran, 2 prs Dippen; Kirk/ Wig, 8 birds Scar Rocks. Counts: 
Shet, 529 Yell - Unst count area 11 Feb, 665 on 21 Oct; Fair Isle, 155 in Sep (86 
in 1978); Inv, 36 Kyleakin 21 Jan; Ross, 2 Chanonry Ness 1 Jan; Banff, 8 Stocked 
Head 1 Sep; Moray, 6 Burghead 24 Dec; Aber, many more records, max 44S/ 
'’y hr Fraserburgh 20 Jan; Angus, Westhaven 2 Feb and 30 Sep; Perth, inland L of 
the Lowes 8 Apr; W Loth, S Queensferry 4 Mar; Midl, Musselburgh 30 Oct, 
Seafield 16 Dec; Firth of Forth, Fidra 30 May and 9 June; E Loth, records Aberlady 
- Dunbar; Ayr, 9 Turnberry 27 Mar. 


*Little Auk Alle alle Shet, Skerries 31 Oct, 2 Nesting 1 Dec, 80 East coast 12 - 19 
Dec (1 not oiled), 4 Yell Sound 29 Dec; Fair Isle, singles 4 Jan, 23 Oct, 24 Dec, very 
few seen on crossing; O Heb, wing S Uist 10 June, N Uist 28 Oct; Caith, dead 
Thurso 21 Jan, Castlehill 30 Mar; Suth, summer plumage Achmelvich 31 July, 
oiled Golspie 10 Dec; Inv, Kilmuluag 4 Mar; Banff, 1 on 28 Jan; Aber, 20 Jan - Apr 
(9 dead, 3 live singles, 8 N/2 hrs Peterhead 3 Mar), 2 in Dec (1 dead); Kinc/Angus, 
12 on coast 26 Jan - 24 Mar (1 live), inland Balmadies 20 Feb, dead Lunan Bay 23 
Sep, St Cyrus 10 Dec; Perth, inland Bridge of Earn 7 Nov; Fife, Balcomie 24 Jan, 
dead Kirkcaldy 22 Jan, 2 dead Tentsmuir 19 Feb, dead Fife Ness 7 Apr; Isle of May, 
1 on 20 Apr; Firth of Forth, dead Inchmickery; Stir, dead Skinflats 20 May; Midl, 
3 Portobello 26 Jan, long-dead inland Threipmuir 29 Sep; E Loth, Tyninghame dead 
28 Jan, 13 Feb, North Berwick 17 Mar; Ber, dead St Abbs 25 Feb; Arg, dead Islay 
5S Nov, Machrihanish 18 Dec; Ayr, dead Troon 28 Jan, inland Troon 18 Nov, dead 
Maidens 22 Nov; Wig, Stranraer 16 Dec, died. 


tPuffin Fratercula arctica Breeding: Firth of Forth, 1150 birds Craigleith, 660 
Inchkeith, 100 Fidra, 15 Bass Rock; Arg, new site Kilmory, Rhum, 40 prs on 13 
July; Ayr, 10 prs Ailsa Craig; Wig, 26 birds (4 juvs) Mull of Galloway 1 July. 


+Rock Dove Columba livia Shet, 250 Unst 3rd week May; Fair Isle 35 in Oct (low); 
Suth, few prs nested Smoo Cave for Ist time; Inv; reduction Rhum; Arg, 229 L 
Gorm, Islay 14 Feb. 


tStock Dove Columba oenas Shet, 1 Skerries 7 - 16 Oct (1st since 1976); Fair Isle, 
one 18 - 31 May, another 28 May, one 2 - 3 June; Isle of May, at jeast 19 birds, 
16 - 21 Apr, 1 on 26 July, 11 Aug - 14 Sep; Firth of Forth, single prs Fidra, 
Craigleith; Arg, 8 Islay 19 Oct; Dumf, good season. 


+tWoodpigeon Columba palumbus Shet, bred Kergord and Strand, max 15 Kergord 
2 Sep; Fair Isle, max only 6 on 13 Apr and 6 Oct; E Loth, 3000 Ballancrieff 4 Jan; 
Renf, 2000 Houston Dec; Lan, 2000 Gadloch Feb; Dumf, 6-8000 Glencaple Dec; 
Kirk/ Wig, 2000 Moss of Cree, 2 Feb, 2-3000 Kirkconnell Dec. 


tCollared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Levels generally maintained but noticeable 
decreases Islay, Banff and Elgin. Fair Isle, 11 Apr - 15 July max 20 on 23 June, 
singles 8 Aug, 3 - 4 Sep; Isle of May, 17 May - 3 July max 3, 1 on 13 Sep. 


Turtle Dove Streptopeliaturtur Strong passage North Isles both spring and 
autumn. Spring - summer: Shet, 2 Whalsay 21 May, 1 - 2 at 15 sites 23 May - 28 
June, 2 Mid Walls 5 - 6 July; Fair Isle, 14 May - 2 July, 1 - 5S most days, 8 on 26th 
30 May, 9 on 2 June; 60+ widely spread over rest of country peaks O Heb, 5 
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Benbecula 23 May; Inv, 6 Kinloch, Rhum 15 May; Angus, 5 Lunan Bay May; E 
Loth, 3 Aberlady 10 June; Arran, ‘i Lamlash 17 - 24 May (1st for island). Autumn: 
Shet, 1 Fetlar 26 Aug, up to 3 at 11 sites 1 - 12 Sep, last Grutness 23 Oct; Fair Isle, 
singles 25 - 26th, 29 - 30 Aug, 1 - 4th, 8th, 17th, 29 Sep, 2 on 5 Sep, 3 on 31 Aug; 
Ross, dead Ullapool 5 Sep; E Loth, Dirleton 30 Sep. 


+Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Fewer Inv. Arrivals: Arran 2 Apr; Arg, Islay 13 Apr; 
Selk, St Mary’s Loch 1 May; 3 May Kirk, Ayr; 4 May Dumf, Perth, Fair Isle, from 
12th max 4 on 22nd; Shet, from 13th max 4 Fetlar 30th. Last Bogside. Ayr 9 Sep. 


+Barn Owl Tyto alba E Ross, reasonable nos survived hard winter; Kinc, pr reared 
2 young St Cyrus; Mid], 1 seen in Edinburgh 10 Mar; W Stir, scarcer; Ayr, 4 prs 
reported; Dumf, many occupied sites but poor success; Kirk, after severe winter 
many sites above 200 metres unoccupied but little change in lowlands, 5 - 6 prs 
Glentrool. 


*Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca Shet, no oo identified; Fetlar up to 3 in Apr, 2 in 

May and June, 3 in July, 2 in Aug, 1 in Sep, 2 in Oct and 4 in Nov, 1 North Roe 24 

Feb, 1 S Unst 24 Apr - 25 Sep, 1 Urafirth 19 May, 1 Whalsay 3 June, 1 Foula 4 - 8 

ae Fair Isle 2 92 16 Apr, ad o 19 - 22 Apr; Banff, o Cairngorms 25 July - 
9 Aug. 


tLittle Owl Athene noctua Dumf, 1 pr bred successfully, probably breeding at 2 
other sites, noted another locality (per DS, WA); Kinr, one L Leven early June (per 
K. Brockie). 


#Tawny Owl Strix aluco Caith, perhaps fewer; Dumf, very bad breeding season; 
Kirk/ Wig, suggestion of poor breeding season. 


+Long-eared Owl Asio otus Breeding: Perth, pr failed Dunning; Dunb, pr reared 1 
young Palacerigg; Renf, juv Gleniffer 18 May; Lan, pr bred Douglas Water; Ayr, 
pr bred Darvel; Dumf, possible increase, 16 sites in 1 wide area, good success with 
artificial sites. Shet, far more winter, max 14 Dun 9 Feb, 17 Ting 10 Feb, 2 
summered Ting, from 8 Oct, max 7 Ting 2 Dec, 8 Spiggie 16th; Fair Isle, 2 wintered 
4 on 22 Feb, 2 - 3 most days till 8 Mar, 6 singles 2 - 13 Apr, 1 on 16- 21 May, 1 on 13 
July, 4 singles Oct, 1 on 14 Dec; Isle of May, 5 - 30 Oct max 5 on 28th. 
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+Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus Breeding: Caith, more, 8+ prs holding territory, 
2 sites known to have reared young; Stir/Clack, none in Ochils; Midl, 1+ prs 
Moorfoots; Borders, more breeding reports; Arg, poor year Mull; Renf/Dunb, no 
breeding reports; Ayr, 4 prs reported; Dumf, poor season; Kirk, good nos Dalry - 
Carsphairn but only 1 pr Glentrool. Peaks: Fair Isle, 4 on 9 May, 5 on 6 Oct, 5 on 
18th, 11 on 29th; Fife, S Morton Lochs 4 Feb, 5 Shell Bay 28 Feb; Stir, 5 Skinflats 
1 Jan; Midi, 5 Musselburgh 1 Jan; E Loth, 6 Aberlady 17 Jan; Lan, 5 wintered 
Gadloch; Ayr, 4 Turnberry 12 Jan; Dumf, 4 Caerlaverock Nov - Dec; Kirk, 10 High 
Ken Valley 12 Jan. 


+Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus Angus, Q Carnoustie 13 Sep; Arg, 1 heard 
L Striven 30 - 31 May; Apr, pr Kilmarnock 30 Aug; Arran, 7 churring June - July, 
last 9 Sep; Kirk, in main area2 o’o and1 2 13 June, in other area 2 birds 12 July. 


+Swift Apus apus Arrival late: 27 Apr, 10 Troon, Ayr and 3 Lerwick, Shet (early for 
Shet); 30 Apr, Langholm, Dumf; 1 May, Galashiels, Selk; 8th, Midl, Perth, Angus 
and Aber. Counts: Fair Isle, max 30 on 3 July; Aber, 800 Skene 11 July; Angus, 
320 Montrose 9 Aug; Isle of May, 154 on 28 July (highest ever); E Loth, 4500 / 3 
hrs East Fenton 19 July; Arg, 44 Islay 12 June; Ayr, 1100 Glenouther Moor 6 June 
Last records: 4 Oct, St Andrews, Fife; 5th, Girdleness, N Kinc. 


+Kingfisher A/cedoatthis Breeding nos affected by severe winter: Reductions 
noted Stir/Kinr, Borders, Dumf, Kirk. Also reported breeding or probably 
breeding Perth, Arg, Dunb, Rent, Lan, Ayr. Outside usual areas 1 Findhorn, Moray 
27 May. 


*Bee-eater Merops apiaster One Kirkwall, Ork 15-26 July (C.J. Booth et al). - 


*Roller Coracius garrulus Two: Shet, o’ Whalsay 5-7 June, found dead 9th 
(1. Arthur, Dr & Mrs B. Marshall); Suth, Ledmore 7 June (Dr F. Hutchinson). 


*Hoopoe Upupa epops Two: Kilmelford, Arg i2 May (S. Gregory): Penicuik, Midl 
20 May (A.J. Sprott et al). 


Wryneck Jynx torquilla No proved breeding records but Ross, 2 present and calling 
June; Inv, 3 singing birds June (one found dead 19 July); Aber, 2 on 16 June, 4 on 
17th, at least one calling to 1 July, one singing another site 29 May. Spring nos low: 
Shet, singles Virkie and Skerries 12 May, 2 Skerries 23 May; Caith, Noss 20 May, 
Aber, singles Rattray and Strathbeg 19 May; Autumn: Shet, singles Whalsay 2 
Sep, Unst 22 Sep, Skerries 22-23 Sep; Fair Isle singles 1 Sep, Ist and 7 Oct (poorest 
year since 1971); Aber, Foveran 6-7 Oct; Ber, St Abbs 2-13 Oct. 
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+Green Wocdpecker Picis viridus Breeding: Inv, now resident 4 areas Aviemore, 
juvs seen in July Kinrara and Kinveachy; Aber continued expansion; E Loth 
increase but badly hit be severe weather in Borders; Arg, 2 records Islay; continued 
improvement Renf, Dunf, Ayr, Dumf and Wig. 


+Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopus major Breeding: decrease noted 
Strathspey, Inv and Perth. Migrants: Shet, Fetlar 5-6 Sep and Sandness 18 Oct; 
Caith, Wick 3 Oct, 7 Oct. 


*Short-toed Lark Calendrella brachydactyla Five: Shet, Skerries 25 May (Dr B. 
Marshall, E. Tait): Fair Isle 21-24 May, 9 Aug-8 Sep, 3 Oct and 15-20 Oct (1S. 
Robertson et al). 


*Woodlark Lullula arborea One Fair Isle 27 May (DB) 


+Skylark Alauda arvensis Breeding: Shet pr nested Skerries; in song from 24 Feb 
Caith, 23 Feb Renf and 22 Feb inland Kirk. Very noticeable cold weather 
movements in Jan-Feb: Ayr, 2000S Ayr 1 Jan, 1500 Camregan 3 Jan, 2500 
Heathfield 27 Jan; Wig, 3000+ Moss of Cree 2 Feb; other large flocks Jan-Feb 
in Wig, Kirk and Dumf. Migration: Fair Isle spring peaks 300 on 11 Mar, 200 on 
2 Apr; Isle of May, from 12 Sep, max 200 on 10 Oct; Fife Ness 500+ on 5 Oct. 


*Shore Lark Eromophila alpestris Eleven: Shet, Clibberswick, Unst 20 June; Fair 
Isle, 24-25 May, 11 June, 15 Sep, 18 Oct; Aber, Denmore 17-23 Nov; E Loth, 2 
Tyninghame 18-25 Feb, one 11 Jan; Ber, St Abbs 7 Oct; Ayr, West Kilbride 10 Jan 
(1st for county). 


#Sand Martin Riparia riparia Decrease Kirk, Dumf, Inv where only 3 prs Glen 
Urquhart — 150 in 1976; Stir, 30 prs Drymen; Angus, 250 prs Inglismaldie; Caith, 
200 Reay Aug. Arrival: 2 Apr, 2 Craigengillan, Kirk; 5th, Shewalton, Ayr; main 
passage from 11 Apr; Aber, 180 Skene 17 Apr; 20 Fair Isle 1 June. Autumn roost 
counts: Inv, 500 Insh 19 Jul; Aber, 400 Meikle 21 Jul; last sighting Fair Isle 5 Oct. 


+Swallow Hirundo rustica Good season Wig; Ayr, first young flying Crosshill third 
week May; poor year Fife and Inv; 8 prs recorded Shet. Arrival: 11 Apr, Clattering- 
shaws, Kirk; 12th, Dumf, Ayr (29), Islay, Stir, Perth, Angus, Shet. Spring passage: 
Midl, 150 Duddingston 14 May; Shet, 150 Strand 25 May. Autumn: Ayr, 300 
Burnfoot 27 Jul; E Loth, 700 Dirleton 1 Sep; Angus, 900 Montrose 8 Sep; Caith, 500 
Wick 30 Sep; last sightings Caith, Wick 2 Nov; Ber, Eyemouth 4th; Fife, Leuchars 
8th; Aber, Inverallochy 1 Dec. 


tHouse Martin Delichon urbica Poor season Dumf, Ayr, Midl, Caith. Arrival: 
12 Apr, Kirk (2), Ayr (5), Borders (3), Fife, Aber; 13th, Lerwick, Shet. Stir, 100 
Endrick 6 May; Shet, 60 Spiggie 25 May, 31st. Autumn: Ayr, 200 Doonfoot 2 Aug; 
Midl, 350 Musselburgh 25 Aug; last sightings E Loth, 2 Dunbar 7 Nov; Aber, 
5S Don 9th. 


*Richard’s Pipit Anthus novaeseelandiae Shet, 2 Skerries 11 Oct, one 12th and 
14th; Fair Isle, one 1 Oct, 4 on 2nd, 8th and 10th, 5 on 6th, 3 on 13th, one other days 
3rd-15th, 2 on 18th-19th, one 20th, 2 on 22nd, one 26 Oct (at least 13 birds); Isle 
of May 2-5 Oct. 


*Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris One Leuchars, Fife 1 June (T. Dougall). 


+Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis No change in status S Ayr. Arrival: 12 Apr, Reay, Caith; 
14th, Doonfoot, Ayr; 15th, Ber (2), Perth. Angus, 20 Kirkbuddo 28 Apr; O Heb, 
Stornoway 22 Jun is second record; Fair Isle, 13 May-14 Jun, peak 35 on 22 May; 
Shet, 22 Skerries 25 May. Autumn: Fair Isle, 23 Aug-18 Oct, peak only 10 on 6 Oct. 


+Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Low post-breeding nos Glentrool, Kirk; normal 
season Fair Isle. Migration: 300 Fair Isle 16 Apr; Caith, 1000 Ord of Caithness 9 
Sep; Inv, 100 Insh 8 Nov; Angus, 600S Westhaven 28 Sep; 1220 Isle of May 19 Sep; 
Ayr, 133S/hr Prestwick 24 Sep; single winter Lerwick, Shet 16 Dec. 
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*Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus One Fair Isle 22-23 May (R.W. Adam, 
J. Potter, I.S. Robertson). 


+Rock Pipit Anthus spinoletta Shet, c/4 Whalsay 5 May; normal season Fair Isle; 
Forth, 4 prs Bass Rock. Renf, 15 Gourock-Inverkip 14 Jan. 

Scandinavian /ittoralis Ayr, 2 Chapeldonan 19 Mar, Turnberry 24-31 Mar, Balkenna 
4 Apr. 


+Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava flavissima Breeding: Ayr, 19-20 prs but no 
evidence of increase; Rox, summered Riccarton. Arrival: 15 Apr, St Abbs, Ber; 
18th, Angus. Spring passage poor: Avr, 8 Burnhouse 11 May; 3 Isle of May 9 May. 
Autumn: E Loth, 3 Aberlady 5-18 Aug; Ber, 7 birds St Abbs 25 Jul-12 Aug; last one 
Fair Isle 12 Oct. M.f.flava Shet, 9 May-9 Jun, 2 Skerries 8 Jun; Fair Isle, 14-23 
May, 2 on 16th; Isle of May 29 May. M.f. thunbergi Shet. Dale of Walls 9 Jun; 
Fair Isle, 12 between 16 May and 10 Jun. 


*Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola One Fair Isle 2-4 Oct (1.8. Robertson etal) 


+Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea Breeding: decreases noted Kirk, Ayr, Arran, 
Mull, Clack, Perth, Angus; O Heb, 3 prs Stornoway Woods. Migration and winter: 
Shet, 3 singles, 14 Apr, 31 May, 6 Oct; Fair Isle, 7 from 15 Apr-16 May, 8 Oct; 
Aberdeen | Jan; Angus, 2 Invergowrie 13 Jan; only one Perth 3 Feb; Wig, passage 
Rhinns 25-29 Sep. 


+Pied/White Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrelli Breeding: Shet, pr with 3 young 
Lerwick 10 Jul; Forth, 2 prs Bass Rock, pr Fidra. Migration and counts: Aber, 94 
Fraserburgh-Rosehearty 5 Sep; Angus, 130S Westhaven 28 Sep; Midl, 110 
Musselburgh 26 Aug; Wig, several hundreds Rhinns last week Sep. 

M.a. alba Breeding: Fair Isle, pr present early Jun but no nesting; 1 Heb, o& bred 
with 9 Pied Treshnish Isles. Arrival: 24 Mar, E Loth; Wig, 100 Kirkcolm 30 Apr; 
Fair Isle, 26 Mar-13 Jul, 7 on 9 May. Autumn: low nos, Fair Isle, 12 Aug-23 Oct, 
peak 26 on 3 Aug. 


Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus Low nos early in year: Inv, Garten 13 Jan; Moray, 
Forres 14 Jan; Aber, 13 birds 3 Jan-22 Mar, max 6 Ballater 18 Mar; Perth, at least 
8 birds 7 Jan-28 Mar; Borders, 5 birds 19 Jan-5 Feb; Ayr, 5 birds 1 Jan-4 Feb; 
Dumf, Annan 27-28 Jan; Wig, 2 Newton Stewart mid Jan. 

Very poor showing in autumn: Caith, Reay 17 Nov, Wick 19 Nov-4 on 22nd; O Heb, 
2 Kinlochroag, Lewis 17 Nov, 2 Stornoway 20 Nov; Inverness 16 Dec, Culloden 24 
Dec; Moray, Elgin 27 Dec; Aber, 13 Oct-31 Dec, max 3 Old Aberdeen 25 Nov; 
Angus, 3 Montrose 29 Nov; Fife, Guardbridge 17 Nov, Crail 14 Dec; E Loth, 
2 Dirleton 4 Dec; Ber, Ayton 10 Dec, 12 Eyemouth 10 Dec; I Heb, Minard, Mull 
27-28 Dec. 


#Dipper Cinclus cinclus Greatly decreased E Dunb, Rhum, Clack, but steady 
Glentrool, Kirk (where few laid), Dumf, N Esk Midl. and O Heb. Caith, 1 Thurso 
WWalevew 


#Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Breeding nos much reduced by severe winter but 
some recovery Renf, Mull, Midl; Fair Isle, only 13 o’o° of local race fridariensis 
singing in spring, poor breeding season. 


+Dunnock Prunella modularis Breeding: Forth, 3 prs Bass Rock, pr Craigleith. 
Migration and winter: Fair Isle, 5-7 Jan, spring passage from 26 Mar, 40 on 8 Apr, 
autumn peak 12 on 8 Oct, 12 on 14 Dec; 50 Isle of May 12 Apr. 


+Robin Erithacus rubecula Shet, 1-4 at 10 sites Dec; 1-2 Fair Isle Dec. Spring: Shet, 
68 Skerries 14 Apr; Fair Isle, 25 Mar-4 Jun, peak 60 on 8 Apr; 200 Isle of May 11 
Apr, 12th. Autumn: Fair Isle, 7 Sep-5 Nov, peak 50 on 6 Oct; Aber, 127 on coast 5 
Oct; 100 Fife Ness 3-5 Oct; 200 Isle of May 22 Oct; Ber, 80 St Abbs 20 Oct. 
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*Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos Three: Shet, Voe 8-15 Jun (WF, CR, et al); 
Fair Isle, 21 May (ISR); Isle of May 31 May (NKA, KB, et al). 


*Bluethroat Luscinia svecica Shet, 14 spring 20-27 May, autumn singles Skerries 
9 Sep, 30th, 4 Oct; Fair Isle, 2 on 17 May, 3 on 18th, single 19th, 7 on 21st, 22nd, 
1-4 till 1 Jun, single 6 Jun; Aber/N. Kinc, 3 Girdleness 17 May, Cruden Bay 18 
May; Isle of May 17 May. 


Eastern Stonechat Foveran, Aberdeen Photo: Dr. A.G. Knox 


Isabelline Wheatear Girdleness. Aberdeen Photo: Dr. A.G. Knox 


Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Winter: Ayr, Greenan | Jan, Annbank 11 Jan. 
Spring: 74 from 25 Mar-19 Jun mostly on east coast and northern isles, but 3 Ayr 
31 Mar-12 Apr; Caith, 8 Wick area 11-16 Apr; Fair Isle, peak 4 on 26 Mar. Autumn: 
low nos, 26 from 25 Aug to 5 Nov; Shet, Walls 30 Oct; Aber, 8 from 5 Oct-5 Nov; 13 
Isle of May, 3 on 24 Oct, 28th, 29th; Wig, Leswalt Oct. 


+Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Breeding: Decrease Glentrool, Kirk; nos 
average or increased elsewhere; Ayr, 7 prs Dalmellington, 6 prs Glen Afton; Inv, 
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nos double 1978 figure Glen Urquhart. Arrival: 12 Apr, Girdleness, Aber/N. Kine; 
13th, Newburgh, Aber; 15th, Ber (3), Isle of May; 16th, Dumf, Ayr, Fife. Spring 
passage: Fair Isle, peak 10 on 22 May. Autumn: Shet, 12 Whalsay 6 Oct, 12 
Skerries 12 Oct; Fair Isle, peak 25 on 6 Oct; Aber, 81 on coast 6 Oct; 20 Isle of May 
1 Oct; Ber, 15 St Abbs 6 Oct; last sighting Shet, Cunningsburgh 1-2 Nov. 


¢Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Breeding: good nos Kirk, Wig, Dunb, W Stir, Perth, 
Suth; 13 prs Arran. Arrival: 12 Apr, Ayr; main passage 6-24 May; Fair Isle, peak 
13 on 22 May; Shet, 11 Skerries 24 May. Autumn: Shet, 30 Skerries 22 Sep; Fair 
Isle, 15 on 23 Aug; last sighting Shet, Burra 27 Oct. 


+Stonechat Saxicola torquata Dramatic reduction in breeding nos following severe 
winter, Renf, 2 prs reared 8 young; 7 prs Arran; Kinc, 3 prs St Cyrus reared 8 
young. 

maura/stejnegeri Shet, Spiggie 31 Oct (JND); Aber, Foveran 1-4 Nov (RAS. et al). 


*Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina One Girdleness, Aber/N Kinc 17 
Oct-10 Nov (M.A.S. Beaman, A.G. Knox, T.P. Milsom et al) — new bird for 
Scotland. 


tWheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Excellent breeding nos Midl, W Loth. Arrival: 
19 Mar, Kirk; 24th, Ayr (5), Mid]; 25th E Loth (4), Fair Isle. Spring: 50 Isle of May 
13 May; Aber, 52 Girdleness 14-15 May; Fair Isle, peak 160 on 21 May. Autumn: 
Fair Isle, peak 200 on 8 Sep; Aber, 28 Newburgh 18 Sep; 40 Isle of May 2 Sep; last 
sightings Shet, singles Nesting 1 Nov, Walls 1 Nov; Angus, Westhaven 4 Nov; 
E Loth, Gosford 6 Nov. Greenland race /eucorrhoa: Spring passage 4-23 May, Ayr 
(3); Mull; Mid! (12); Aber (9); Ross, Fair Isle. Autumn passage 25 Aug-23 Spe, 
Shet; Fair Isle; Ayr. 


*Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica Adult 2 Fair Isle 18 June (D. Buffery, 
N.R. Jones, 1.S. Robertson). 


+tRing Ouzel Turdus torquatus Fewer breeding Dumf, Rhum; 2 oo and @ feeding 
young Langwell, Caith 27 May. Arrival: 25 Mar, St Abbs, Ber; 29th, Midl. Spring: 
O Heb, Lewis 29 May; Fair Isle, peak only 5 on 28 Apr; Shet, 7 from 18 Apr-22 May, 
Fetlar 2 Jun. Autumn: Shet, 3 Skerries 4 Oct; Fair Isle, peak 15 on 15 Oct; Aber, 
15 on coast 5-7 Oct; 15 Isle of May 14 Oct; Midl, 35 Moorfoots 16 Sep; last sighting 
Shet, Strand 25 Nov. 


+Blackbird Zurdus merula Breeding: 3 prs Inchkeith, pr Craigleith. Migration: 
Shet, 100 Whalsay 27-30 Oct; Fair Isle, 110 on 3 Apr, 500 on 28 Oct; Caith, 115 Wick 
Riverside 27 Oct; Aber, 100 Girdleness 24 Oct, 100 Drums 3 Nov; Angus, 70/hr 
Arbroath 28 Oct; 2000 Isle of May 22 Oct. 


+Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Breeding: Perth; one pair nested, 2 ads and 3 young seen 
13-18 June. Fair Isle, 19-22 June; Aber, inland site 2 Jun; Perth, Glen Quoich 20 
Jun; E Loth, Dirleton 3 June; Ber, 2 St Abbs 2 Jun. Winter-spring: Fair Isle, peak 
only 70 on 13 Apr; E Loth, 3000 Gullane-Dirleton mid Jan-mid Feb; Peeb, 1200 
Carlops 22 Apr. Autumn: Shet, 1500 Sumburgh 28 Oct, 2000 Skerries 28-30 Oct; 
Fair Isle, peak 8000 on 29 Oct is largest ever recorded; Aber, 6000 Slains 3-4 Nov; 
Stir, 2000SW Bridge of Allan 22 Oct; Renf, 9 Cornalees Bridge 26 Aug, 3000 
Muirshiel 24 Oct; Ayr, 1400 Martnaham 10 Nov. 


#Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Breeding: Shet, singing Scalloway 8 Jul. 
Migration: Shet, hundreds Sumburgh 6 Oct, 250 Whalsay 7 Oct; Fair Isle, peak 
1400 on 13 Oct; Aber, 300 Rattray 5-7 Oct; 2000 Fife Ness 2 Oct; 1000 Isle of May 
5 Oct; Ber, 250 St Abbs 2 Oct; Renf, 71/hr Barrhead 14 Oct; Ayr, 60S/hr Rozelle 
14 Oct. 


+Redwing 7urdus iliacus Breeding and summer: Suth, 1 carrying food to presumed 
nest 8-10 May; Inv, singing birds at 5 sites 15 May-14 Jun; 1 Heb, o& singing 3 Jun. 
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Spring: Kirk, 500 Glaisters 21 Mar. Autumn: very high nos. Shet, 4000 Whalsay 
14 Oet, 4500 Sumburgh 15 Oct; Fair Isle, peak 65,000 on 14 Oct was over three 
times the highest previous count; Caith, 2800 Wick Riverside 13 Oct; Aber, 1600 
Strathbeg 20-22 Oct; Perth, early flock of 40-50 Aberfeldy 23 Aug; 10,000 Isle of 
May 13 Oct was highest count ever; Ber, 3000 St Abbs 13 Oct; Dunb, 1100/hr 
Cumbernauld 14 Oct; Renf, 1000 Cornalees Bridge 22 Oct; Dumf, 2000W 
Caerlaverock 20 Oct. 


+Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Breeding population high Kirk, Ayr; nos down 
Midl. Counts: Fair Isle, peak 6 on 6 Oct was highest autumn count ever; O Heb, 
S Uist 18 Nov; Caith, 30-40 Shebster 25 Mar; Inv, 40 Insh 10 Oct; Angus, 40 Glen 
Clova 17 Aug; E Loth, 68 Dirleton 13 Sep; Peeb, 30 Portmore 3 Oct, 30 West Water 
10 Nov; Stir, 30 L Ardinning 30 Sep; Renf, 30 Waulkmill Glen Dam 30 Dec. 


*Lanceolated Warbler Locustella lanceolata One (ringed) Fair Isle 20 Sep (C.J. 
McKenzie-Grieve, C. Robson, I.S. Robertson et al). 


+Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia Breeding: numbers lower Inv, Aber, Arg, 

Dumf and Glentrool, Kirk but increased Midl, Dumb, W Stir, Renf and Ayr. 

Arrivals: 17-18 Apr, Strathbeg, Aber; 28 Apr, Blackdog Aber, St Abbs, Ber and 

Barr Loch, Renf; 4 May, Cumbernauld, Dumb; 8 May, Gelston, Kirk — most 

from 10-11 May. Passage: Shet, May (4), Sep (1); Fair Isle, few 8 May - 14 June, 

ae 4 on 11 May, one 11 Sep; Isle of May, one 11 May. Late record Paisley, Renf 
0 Oct. 


*Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola Fair Isle, three, one ringed, 18 Aug, 
one to 20 Aug (D. Buffery, N.R. Jones et al) 


+Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenabaenus Breeding: Inv, very scarce Rhum; 
Clack, survey showed very few Devon Valley (8 times as many in 1977). Arrivals: 
16 Apr, Knockshinnoch, Ayr; 22 Apr, Balgavies Loch, Angus, mainly from 11 May. 
Passage: Shet, 10 between 16 May and 11 June; Fair Isle, 16 May - 18 June, max 
12 on 25 May, 5 between 19 Aug and 9 Sep; Isle of May, 14 May - 8 June, max 5 on 
7 June, 31 July - 30 Sep; last record Cruden Bay, Aber 7 Oct. 


*Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum One ringed Kirkwall, Ork 11 Oct 
(A.D.K. Ramsay et al)§. 


*Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris About 20 is highest number recorded in 
one year; Shet, Whalsay (4) one in song 4 June, 2 ringed on 6th, one ringed 13 
June, one in song Durigarth 7 June, 1 Fetlar 15 June, 1 Strand 30 June - 1 July; 
Fair Isle, one 1 June, another 4 - Sth, 4 on 6th (record day — total), one 7th, 2 on 
8th, one 9th, 2 on 11 June, singles ringed 7th and 17 Aug; Isle of May, singles 
ringed 10th and 13 June. 


*Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus Spring: Shet (9), Skerries 22 May, 2 on 
8 - 9th, one 10 June, Whalsay 22 May, Unst 24 - 29 May, Sumburgh 5 June, 
Fetlar 5th and 8 - 9 June, Geosetter 6 June; Fair Isle, one 3 June, 2 on Sth, one 6th; 
Isle of May, 7 June. Autumn: Shet (5), Fetlar 23 Aug, Walls 2 Sep, Skerries 12 - 14 
Oct, Whalsay 2 Oct, 2 on 3rd; Fair Isle, 17 - 18 Aug, 24th, 1 Sep, 2 on 8th, 2 on 3 
Oct; Aber, Drums 18 Aug, Gregness 3 - 5 Oct, Cruden Bay 8 Oct; Angus, Montrose 
Basin 8 Sep; E Loth, Scoughall 5 Oct; Ber, St Abbs 6 - 7 Oct, 2 on 27 Oct. 
Unstreaked Acrocephalus probably Reed Warbler: Shet, 4 in June; Fair Isle, June 
(1), Aug including 4 on 18 Aug, 2 on 20 - 22 Aug, Sep (2), one 26 Oct; Caith, June 
and Aug; Aber, Oct; Ber, 27 Oct; Dunb, 18 Aug. 


*Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus Two: Shet, Strand 10 - 11 June 
(C. Byers, M.S. Chapman et al); St Abbs, Ber 29 - 30 May (A. Brown, G.L. 
Sandeman). 


*Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata One Newburgh, Aber 13 - 16 Oct (M.A.S. 
Beaman, S.T. Buckland, C.G.H.). 
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*Icterine Warbler Hippolais icterina Spring (12): Shet, Unst 28 May, Skellister 
31 May, Strand 10 June; Fair Isle, 30 May, 2 on 2 June, 4th (1), Sth (2), 6th (4), 
7th (2) and one to 11th; Caith, Noss 5 - 6 June, Ackergill 6 June. Autumn (15): 
Shet, Sumburgh 18 Aug, Noss 24 Aug, Kergord 1 Sep, Fetlar 3 - 5 Sep, Grutness 9 
Sep, Hillwell 9 Sep; Fair Isle, 18 - 22 Aug and 8 - 11 Sep; Caith, Noss 18 Aug, 
Scrabster 30 Aug, Ackergill 9 - 13 Oct; Aber/N Kinc, Girdleness 17 -20 Aug; Fife 
Ness, 2 and 7 Oct; Isle of May, 25 - 27 Aug. 


*Melodious Warbler Hippolais polyglotta One Noss, Caith 7 Oct (PMC, VH) 


*Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata Male Fair Isle 4 - 5 June (N.R. Jones, 
W.E. Oddie, I.S. Robertson et al); a new bird for Scotland. 


*Subalpine Warbler Sylvia cantillans Six is most ever in one year: Shet, o° Whalsay 
21 May (J.L. Irvine, Dr. B. Marshall); Fair Isle, 9 1 - 10 June (1.S. Robertson 
et al), one 4 Oct (W. Russell); O Heb, o St Kilda 2 - 14 June (W. Wright et al) 
showed characters of eastern race albistriata; Caith, 2 Reay 8 - 29 Sep (E.W.E. 
Maughan et al); Isle of May, 9 23 May - 1 June (G.L.A. Patrick et al) . 


Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria Shet, about 26 at 15 sites 18 Aug - 3 Sep, max 3 
Skerries 19 Aug, 6 singles between 14 Sep and 14 Oct; Fair Isle, 4 on 18 Aug, 
further peaks 7 on 24 Aug, 5 on 8 Sep, later singles 15 Sep, 28th - i Oct; Isle of May, 
singles 20th, 21 Aug, 2 Sep; Ber, St Abbs, 8 Sep, 4 Oct, 6 Oct (2). 


¢Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca Bred Cousland, E Loth, probably nested 
Blackford, singing birds at Newlandrig and Tyninghame, E Loth. Spring passage: 
Shet, 1i May - 11 June, max 5 Kergord 21 May; Fair Isle, 11 May - 11 June, peaks 
7 on 21 May, 10 on 4 June; O Heb, 1 N Uist 9 June; few Caith, Fife, Isle of May, 
E Loth and Ber. Autumn: Shet (4), Fair isle, 8 between 24 Aug and 29 Oct; Caith, 
singles Noss 19 Aug, 1 Sep and 4 - 5 Oct; Aber, poor year — 18 Aug - 9 Oct, max 
3 Drums 5 Oct; Fife Ness, 3 on 7 Oct; Ber, 11 records St Abbs between 25 Aug and 
6 Oct. 


+Whitethroat Sylvia communis Breeding: Caith more; good nos E Ross; really 
plentiful Mid]; 33 prs Arran is increase. Arrivals: 22 Apr, Dalry, Kirk and Ayton, 
Ber; 28 Apr, Wick, Caith; mostly from second week May. Migration: Shet, peaks 
5S Sumburgh 6 June, 4 Skerries 22 Sep; Fair Isle, 14 May - 18 June, max 10 on 5 
June, 1 - 2 on 10 dates 10 Aug - 8 Oct; Isle of May, 11 May - 18 June, max 5 on 8 
June, 18 Aug - 8 Oct, max 5 on 25 Aug; last record Wick, Caith 28 Oct. 


+Garden Warbler Sy/via borin Breeding: noticeable and continued increase Beauly- 
Drumnadrochit and Strathspey, Inv, highland areas Perth and Girvan valley, Ayr. 
Nos lower Arran. Arrivals: 8 May, Tweedbank, Selk and Barns Ness, E Loth; 
migrants Shet, 23 - 24 Apr Mid-Walls, 28 Apr Dale of Walls. Migration: Shet, peak 
23 Skerries 19 Aug; Fair Isle, 18 May - 29 June, max 17 on 5 June, 17 Aug - 29 Oct, 
max 50 on 18 Aug, 22 on 7 Sep; peaks elsewhere, 5 Wick, Caith 13 Oct; 10 Isle of 
May 18 Aug; 5 St Abbs, Ber 27 Oct. 


+Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Breeding: increase Glentrool, Kirk; but possibly fewer 
in north. Spring: Shet, 21 Apr - 26 June, max 4; Fair Isle, 12 Apr, 12 May - 13 June, 
max 8 on 5 June; Arg, o& Tobermory 13 Apr; Ber, Ist St Abbs 9 Apr. Autumn: 
good passage: Shet, peaks 26 Skerries 1 Oct, 40 Kergord 14 Oct; Fair Isle, 17 Aug - 
31 Oct, max 46 on 10 Oct, 60 on 29th; Fife Ness, 100 on 5 Oct; Isle of May, SO on 
2 - 4 Oct. Winter records: interesting that some survived severe winter: 


Jan Feb Mar Nov Dec 


North (Shet-O Heb-Inv) 1 33 3 
Central (Moray-Clack-Arg) S) 6 9 2 10 
South (Clyde/Forth-Borders) 5 4 3 5 Z 


*Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiliodes One Fair Isle 19 Aug (D. Buffery, 
M.J. Gee, N.R. Jones et al). 
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*Arctic Warbler Phylloscopus borealis Two: Shet, Whalsay 2 Sep (Dr B. Marshall); 
Aber, Foveran 19 Aug (T.P. Milsom). 


*Pallas’s Warbler Phylloscopus proregulus Two: Fair Isle 6 Oct (D. Buffery et al); 
Aber/N. Kinc, Girdleness 16 Oct (S.T. Buckland). 


*Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus 30+ between 29 Sep and 13 Oct; 
Shet, Unst 30 Sep, Whalsay 30 Sep, 6 Oct, Skerries 30 Sep, Geosetter 1 Oct, 
Grutness 5 - 8 Oct, Quendale 7 Oct, Sumburgh 13 Oct; Fair Isle, 2 on 29 Sep, 30th 
(3), 1 on 1 - 2 Oct, 2 on 8th; Caith, Scrabster and Wick 5 Oct; Suth, Melvich 6 Oct; 
Aber/N. Kinc, Girdleness 3 - 4 Oct, Drums and Gregness 5 Oct, Pitscaff 6 Oct; 
Isle of May, 2 on 30 Sep - 2 Oct, singles Sth and 10th; E Loth, Barns Ness 30 Sep; 
Ber, St Abbs, 30 Sep (2), 2 Oct (6), 6th (4), 7th (3). 


*Radde’s Warbler Phylloscopus schwarzi Two: Aber, Cruden Bay 7 Oct (W.R. 
Brackenridge); Fife Ness, 5 Oct (Dr J.L.S. Cobb). 


*Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli One Whalsay, Shet 21 Sep, ringed 22 
Sep (Dr B. Marshall et al). 


Bonelli’s Warbler Whalsay, Shetland Photo: D. Coutts 


+Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Breeding: increase W Ross, Inv and Arran, 
good season elsewhere. Arrivals: 24 Apr Lochcarron, W Ross; 11 May, Arran. 
Migration: Shet, small nos 22 May -7 June and 19 Aug - 19 Sep; Fair Isle, May (2), 
18 Aug - 1 Sep (6); Caith, 2 in May; Isle of May, 8 Aug, 26th, 31st (2), 1 Sep. 


+Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Breeding: increase Fife; peripheral singing birds 
O Heb (2), Caith (4), Suth (3), Ross (3), Inv (8), Nairn (1) and Aber (3). Migration: 
Shet, Ist 25 Mar, max 9 Whalsay 21 May; Fair Isle, 26 Mar - 5 July, max 8 on 5 
June, 8 Aug - 29 Oct, max 14 on 1 Oct; Caith, max 5 Noss 8 Oct, last Wick 11 Nov; 
Aber, max 35 Rattray 6 Oct; Isle of May, 26 Mar - 28 June, autumn max 20 on 13 
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Oct; Ber, 25 St Abbs 3 Oct; Ayr, & in song Troon 20 Feb; Wig, singles Lochinch 
S Dec, Stranrae. 24 Dec. 


¢Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Breeding: no changes noted except fewer 
Caith and fewer young in autumn Kirk. Arrivals: 11 Apr, 3 Forvie, Aber, Press- 
merman, E Loth and 4 St Abbs, Ber; 12 Apr, Perth, Dunb, Ayr, Fair Isle and Fife; 
main arrivals from 16 Apr, especially 24 Apr - 6 May. Migration: Shet, 15 Apr - 6 
June, max 38 Skerries 22 -23 May, 12 Aug - 22 Sep, max 21 Skerries 2 Sep; Fair 
Isle, 12 Apr - 14 June, max 50 on 22 May, 9 Aug - 15 Oct, peaks 40 on 18 Aug, 28 on 
1 Sep; Isle of May, max 70 on 11 May; E Loth, last N Berwick 22 Oct; Peeb, last 
Peebles 28 Oct; Arg, very late bird ringed Campbeltown 14 Nov. 


+Goldcrest Regulus regulus Breeding: Considerable reduction in nos Inv, Ross, 
Fife, Midl, E Loth, Borders, Renf, Dumf, Wig but apparent good success Midl and 
Borders. Spring migration: nos low everywhere. Largest counts: Aber, 30 
Strathbeg 18 Apr; Ber, 30+ St Abbs 7 Apr. Autumn: fewer than usual. Shet, 50 
Kergord 7 Oct; Fair Isle, peak 30 on 6 Oct; Caith, 22 Wick 5 Oct; Aber, 60 Rattray 
6 Oct; Isle of May, peak 40 on 22 Oct. 


*Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus Ber, 1 St Abbs 8 Apr, 2 on 9th, 2 on 11th and 1 on 
13th (GFB, AB). 


+Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Breeding: nos similar to 1978. Arrival: 
main arrival late. 22 Apr, Scrabster, Caith; 30th Arg; 8 May, E Loth; 13th Ber; 
14th Kirk, Midl, Ang; widespread by 20th. Migration: nos low: Shet, 7 Whalsay 
21 May, 7 Skerries 22nd; Fair Isle, 8 on 22 May, 12 on 2 June; Ber, 6 St Abbs 3 Oct. 
Departure: 12 Oct, Caith and Fair Isle; 13th, Shet; 27th, Don and Girdleness, N 
. Kine. 


*Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 2 in spring, 10 in autumn: Shet, Whalsay 
22 May, Skerries 9 Sep, Whalsay 24 Sep, Weisdale 2 - 3 Oct, Skerries 12 - 13 Oct; 
Fair Isle, 31 May; Caith, Noss Head 14 Oct; Aber, Drums 6 - 7 Oct; Fife Ness, 1 Oct; 
Isle of May, 17 Oct; Ber, 2 St Abbs 3 Oct. 


*Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis o& Bressay, Shet 23 - 24 May (Mrs C. 
Filmore, J.D. Okill et a). 


Firecrest St Abbs, Berwick. Photo: A. Brown 
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+Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca Breeding: Inv, pr Insh, pr Aviemore, feeding 
young Kinrara, 3 nests Drumnadrochit, pr Glen Morriston; Perth, 31 prs W Perth 
study area (28 in 1978), 2 singing o’o’ Dunkeld; Peeb, population stable; Dunb, 
pr Luss (1st breeding for west Lomondside); W Stir, 10 nests Cailness - Inversnaid; 
Dumf, good numbers in nest boxes; Kirk, 13 occupied nests boxes Caldons, 
Glentrool (12 in 1978) but poor success, no boxes used Glenhead, Glentrool for first 
time since put up in 1972. Arran, o& Merkland Wood 8 - 15 June (1st record for the 
island). Arrivals: 17 Apr, Dumf; 22nd, W Stir; 25th, Shet. Migration: Shet, 5 
Skerries 22 May, 5 on 19 Aug, six 30 Sep; Fair Isle, five 22 May, 15 on 24 Aug, l6on 
7 Sep; Caith, 4 Noss Head 18 Aug and four 30 Sep; Aber, 4 Foveron 30 Sep; 7 Fife 
Ness 7 Oct; 10 Isle of May 30 Sep; E Loth, 10 Aberlady 10 Sep; Ber, 6 St Abbs 30 
Sep. Departure: 13 Oct, Ber and Caith; 14th, Shet and Aber. 


¢Long-tailed Tit Aegitholos caudatus Breeding: fewer Inv, Midl, E Loth and 
Borders but little change Perth, Clyde counties. Count: Renf, 60 Parkhill Wood 27 
Nov. 


+Marsh Tit Parus palustris Pr Gavinton, Ber 23 May; 1 Abbotsford, Selk 13 May; 
3 Fishwick Mains, Ber 2 Aug; 1 Peebles 12 Oct. 


+Willow Tit Paruws montanus Arran, o singing Kingscross 12 May; Ayr, 4 Barony 
Power Station 3 Feb; Dumf, very scarce; Kirk, possible reduction; Wig, 1 L Ryan, 
exceptionally far west 14 Feb. 


+Crested Tit Parus cristatus Suth, 1 Achany 1 Apr; Inv, 22 prs Garten (29 in 1978). 
+Coal Tit Parus ater Numbers generally show little change. 
+Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Decrease noted E Loth, Ayr and Kirk. 


+Great Tit Parus major Decrease Clack and Kirk but elsewhere numbers apparently 
unchanged. Count:40 Glencryan, Dunb 1 Dec. 


+Treecreeper Certhia familiaris Breeding: decrease noted Catih, Inv, Méidl, 
Borders, Renf, Dumf, Wig but nos held E Loth and Dunb. Migration: Shet, Bixter 
11 Oct; Aber, Cairnbulg and Rattray 10 Oct. 


*Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Thirteen records 13 May - 1 July, nine of which were 
in Shetland. Shet, Whalsay 1 June, Helendale 7 - 8th and 20th, Scalloway 10 - 11th 
and another on 18th, Tingwall 11th, Skellister 13th, Kergord 29 - 30th joined by a 
second on 1 July; O Heb, Druidebeg, S Uist 27 May; Perth, 2 Dunblane 20 May; 
Arg, Lochaline 13 May; Arran, 9 Lochranza 7 June. 


*Isabelline Shrike Lanius isabellinus Immature Fair Isle 24 Oct (D.T. Parkin, 
1.S. Robertson). 


+Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio Breeding and inland birds during summer: Inv, 
o& in song 3 June and 9 nearby 4 July but no proof of breeding o another site 16 
June; Aber, pr bred with 3 recently fledged young 13 July, single oo at two 
additional sites; Perth, o Rannoch 5 June; Ang, 2 Clova 24 June. Spring: Shet, 60 
in period 20 May - 17 June with 9 Fetlar 24 May, 5 Skerries 22nd and 25th, 5 
Whalsay, 4 Unst and 3 South Nesting during period 21 - 29 May; Fair Isle, passage 
18 May - 11 June with 6 on 21 May, 7 on 26th and 6 on 1 June; Caith, Wick 
Riverside 7 May, 2 Noss Head 23rd, singles 1 June and 4 - 6th, Broubster 2 - 10 
June; Aber, Aberdeen 21 May, Fraserburgh 26th, Cruden Bay 31st and St Combs 1 
June; 2 Isle of May 31 May; E Loth, Aberlady 24 June. Autumn: Shet, Skerries 
18 Aug, Virkie and Sumburgh 2 Sep, Scatness 2nd and 4th, Heylor 25th, Skerries 
2 Oct. Quendale 7th and Burland 12th; Fair Isle, 23 - 24 Aug and 8 - 11 Sep; Aber, 
Sandford Bay 7 Oct, Drums 9th and Crathes 15th; Ber, St Abbs 30 Sep; Arg, 
Kilraartin 27 Sep. 
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Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor 37 during early part of year, the last being 
Ardross, E Ross 6 May. Shet/Fair Isle had ten birds all arriving during period 8 - 20 
Apr. Autumn/winter produced 28 birds with one Montrose, Ang during Sep 
followed by a scattering during October but surprisingly none Shet/Fair Isle 
until 3 Nov when 1 Fair Isle. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr Oct Nov Dec 
Shet/Fair Isle 10 1 
Caith - Moray 2 1 2 4 4 6 1 
Aber - Fife inc Perth 1 2 1 4 5 2 1 
Loth/Borders 1 1 
Arg/ Ayr 1 1 2 2 
Dumf/Kirk 1 1 3 2 1 


¢Jay Garrulus glandarius Recent increase continued. Aber, present 14+ sites; 
Ang, 6+ sites; Perth, increase Tay/Aberfeldy and Aberfoyle; Stir, 10 records 
Falkirk from 23 Sep; small numbers Bowhill Estate, Selk and Well Estate, Rox; 
Ayr, high nos lower Girvan Valley spreading to Turnberry, bred Culzean; Dumf, 
increasing and becoming more widespread; Kirk, increase and widespread. Count: 
Dunb 18+ Endrick Mouth 7 Oct. 


+Magpie Pica pica Breeding: Perth, population still small; E Loth, slow but steady 
increase; Rox, small resident population Dodburn; Renf, increasing and spreading 
Inverclyde, Barrhead and Kilmacolm; Ayr, in S where scarce 2 prs Kincase Wood - 
Newlands, pr Heads of Ayr; Dumf, still only known from one locality; Kirk, very 
local and sparse through spreading Glenkens; Wig, continues quite plentifully 
especially Garlieston. Winter dispersal: large influx into northern counties Jan - 
Apr; Caith, Rumster 7 Jan and 18 Mar, Skaill Forest 1 Mar; Suth, Melvich 20 Mar, 
Handa 15 Apr; W Ross, L Rosque 31 Mar, 2 Achnasheen 8 Apr, 2 Dundonell 8 Apr, 
Inverasdale 8 Apr, Badachro 9 Apr, Melvaig 20 Apr. 


+Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Arg, 40+ 0a, Islay 11 July is highest count but 
little change to population on the island, 1 Southend 24 June is away from usual 
mainland site. . 


+Jackdaw Corvus monedula Migration: Fair Isle, unprecendented autumn passage 
with one 7 - 8 Oct, 90 on 22nd, 175 on 23rd and 270 on 25th with up to 200 remaining 
until 31st (previous highest autumn count only 27); Isle of May, passage 24 - 29th 
Oct, peak 6 on 28th. Counts: Dunb, 500+ Cumbernauld 23 Dec in forestry 
plantation; 1800 wintered Arran. 


tRook Corvus frugilegus Shet, highest count Kergord 344 on 28 May, where birds 
nesting were again shot. Caith, new site Forss with 21 nests, 700 Wick River 15 
Oct; O Heb, 178 prs Stornoway Woods; Inv, 147 nests Glen Urquhart (226 in 1975); 
E Stir, 209 nests Menstrie (slight increase on 1978); Ayr, 85 nests Dailly where 250 
shot; Arran, none bred. 


+Carrion Crow Corvus corone Fair Isle, peak 16 on 9 May; E Loth, pr bred 
Craigleith, pr Inchkeith; Renf, 58 Pollok Estate 30 Jan; Ayr, 46 Doonfoot 18 Aug. 
C.c. cornix Shet, peak 500+ Kergord 18 Oct; E Loth, Dunbar 8 Nov; Ber, St Abbs 
13-19 Apr; Lan, Pettinain 20 Nov. 


+Raven Corvus corax Breeding: No change Borders; poor success Arran; Kirk/Wig, 
some success but many traditional sites remain abandoned. Dumf, brood hatched 
Langholm 3 Mar despite severe weather. Counts: Shet, 73 Walls 17 Nov; 20 Fair 
Isle 21 Mar; Ayr, 16 Blackcraig Hill 29 July. 


+Starling Sturnus vulgaris Migration and counts: Fair Isle, 1000 on 16 Apr; Caith, 
3000 Murkle 13 Feb; Ang, 10,000 Kinnordy 22 July; Ayr, 4000 Heart Loch 7 Sep; 
Dumf, roost 50,000 Tinwald at both beginning and end of year; Wig, roost 500,000 
W Freugh 8 Dec. 
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*Rose-coloured Starling Sturnus roseus Five records - all adults: Shet, Spiggie 
S June (M. Heubeck), Dury 7 - 8 Aug (D.J.B. White), Eshaness 9 - 25 Aug (G. 
Carey, P.J. Ewins, J.D. Okill), Skerries 19 Aug - 25 Sep (I.S. Robertson, E. Tait); 
Ber, Eyemouth 20 Sep (Mr and Mrs I. Millar). 


+House Sparrow Passer domesticus Shet, young fledged Whalsay 11 June; E Loth, 
20+ adults Bass Rock 2 June. 


+Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Breeding: Shet, pr Kergord; Midl, numbers still 
low, possibly further decrease; E Loth, 16 prs in nest boxes Dirleton; Lan, several 
prs Summerston, Glasgow. Counts: Fair Isle, singles 27 Mar - 8 June then 8 Aug - 
24 Oct joined by another on 20th and 24th Oct; Caith, 20 Tister 25 Nov; Ross, 
20 Redfield 11 Feb; Perth, 38 Tibbermore 18 Feb; Dunb, 55 Cumbernauld 24 Dec; 
Renf, 50 Balgray Res 10 Mar. 


+Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Breeding: Inv, 85 territories Garten (101 in 1978); E 
Stir, good numbers Falkirk. Counts and migration: very few large flocks. Shet, peak 
100 Whalsay, 53 Skerries and 30 Veensgarth 14 Apr; Fair Isle, peak 80 on 24 Apr; 
Inv, 770 Garten 25 Nov; Aber, 800 Gregness 13 Jan; Fife, 1000 Lindores 22 Dec; 
Peeb, 3000 Eddleston 15 Dec. 


+Brambling Fringilla montifringilla Breeding and summer: Shet, song heard one 
site where 2 oo , 1 2 present late June - July; Aber, 9 seen in birchwood 23 
June, o& singing 30th, 2 found on nest and song heard nearby 1 July, nest deserted 
8th (3 eggs) and found tipped over with 2 eggs on ground 13th (2nd British breeding 
record). Counts and migration: Shet, 100 Skerries 7 Oct, 100 Hillwell 16th; Fair Isle, 
180 on 6 Oct and 150 on 14th; Inv, 100 Glenurquhart 25 Feb; Aber, 800 Gregness 13 
Jan, 200 Macduff 3 Feb, 130 Crimond 11 Feb, 100 Strathbeg 5 Oct; Fife, 1000 
Lindores 22 Dec; 1000 Isle of May 5 Oct, 200 on 22nd; Midl, 400 Gladhouse during 
Dec; Peeb, 800 Eddleston 15 Oct; Dunb, 180 Dalmuir 1 Feb; Ayr, 200 Castlehill 
Woods 9 Jan, 360 Dalmellington 9 Mar; Kirk, 250 Carlingwork 1 Jan; Wig, 100 
Moss of Cree 7 Feb. 


+Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Counts and migration: Shet, Lerwick 16 Apr, Strand 
27 Oct, Channerwick 1 Nov, Skerries 4th; Fair Isle, 26 Mar - 17 Apr with 4 on 11 
Apr, two 27 Oct, 4 on 29th; Caith, 300 Lynegar 21 Jan; Suth, o& Handa 4 Apr (2nd 
island record); Aber, 300 Gregness 13 Jan; Midl, peak only 180 Seafield 21 Jan 
(usually peak 400); Arran, 70 Machrie 4 Nov; Wig, 200 Kirkcolm 23 Jan. 


+Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Breeding: Suth, pr feeding 3 young Helmsdale 6 
Sep; Inv, pr Garten (1st for long time); Aber, possibly suffered from cold winter but 
still widespread; Midl, numbers well down; E Loth, general decrease; Ayr, 
decrease in rural south; Arran, only 7 prs found; Dumf, reversal of recent increase; 
Kirk, below average numbers. Counts and migration: Shet, 1 Whalsay 13 Apr; 
Perth, 31 Inveralmond 17 Nov; Fife, 35 Kingsbarns 25 Sep; Arg, 80 Ardlamont 
18 Apr; Dunb, 40 Cumbernauld 30 Sep; Renf, 40 Erskine 7 Jan; Ayr, 64 Glenburn 7 
Aug. 


Siskin Carduelis spinus Breeding: Inv, 21 territories Garten; Perth, widespread in 
afforested areas; Renf, 4 o’o’ singing Muirshiel Country Park, o’ singing Barochan 
Moss, pr Duchal Wood, but no proof of any nesting; Ayr, prs present five sites; 
increase Arran; Kirk, scarcer than in previous two breeding seasons Glentrool. 
Counts and migration: Fair Isle, peak 15 on 6 Oct; Caith, 200 Wick Riverside 5 Oct; 
Aber, 110 Drums and 50 Cruden Bay 6 Oct; Kin, 70 Vane Farm 16 Oct; Fife, 60 
Morton Lochs 22 Feb; Stir, 85 Carron Valley 26 Feb; Dunb, 350 north end Loch 
Lomond 1 Dec; Dumf, 150 Caerlaverock during autumn. 


tLinnet Carduelis cannabina Counts: Shet, peaks 7 Fetlar 14 Apr, 7 Whalsay 16th; 
Fair Isle, peak 8 on 25 Apr; Aber, 600 Greg Ness 20 Nov; Perth, 300 Glenalmond 17 
Sep; Ber, 700 Coldingham Loch 14 Jan. 
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¢Twite Carduelis flaviorostris Breeding: Shet, apparent rapid decline; Fair Isle, 
breeding season good; Inv, very poor year; Arran, pre present Balcreuchan Port; 
Kirk, o singing Port o’ Warren 3 June. Counts: Fair Isle, 150 on 2 Oct; Caith, 
100 Lynegar 21 Jan; Inv, 200 Longman 14 Jan, 180 Ardersier 30 Dec; Aber, 250 
Drums - Pitscaff 10 Feb; Ayr, 110 Irvine 20 Nov, 140 Dipple 21 Nov, 130 Heathfield 
30 Dec; Wig, 100 L Ryan 2 Dec and 30th. 


+Redpoll Carduelis flammea Breeding: Ross, good season Coigach; Arran, 
increase; Dumf, slow increase continues; Kirk, poor season Glentrool. Counts and 
migration: Shet, irruption 30 Sep - 16 Oct when all birds subspecifically identified 
were Mealy C.f. flammea with 27 Whalsay and 15 Olnesfirth 7th, 11 Skellister 9th; 
Fair Isle, small invasion from 20 Sep with 20 on 30th and 30 on 1 - 2 Oct, again all 
birds subspecifically identified were Mealy; Inv, 200 Garten 25 Feb, and 250 on 
26 Oct, 200 Rothiemurchus 13 Oct; Aber, 530 Kinord 25 Mar; Perth, 200 Crieff 25 
Jan. 


+Crossbill Loxia curvirostra Apparently good year in some areas: Aber, nos down 
drastically; good nos Perth, Stir; Arg, scarce Mull; Ayr and Kirk, very good nos and 
success. Counts: Perth, 100 Craiglush 9 Sep; Peeb, 100+ Glentress 15 Aug; 
W Stir, 40 Carron 10 Feb; Kirk, 50 Kirkconnell Apr - June. Migrants: Shet, Fetlar 
3 Sep, 2 Heylor 3 - 4 Sep; Fair Isle, 19 - 20 July, 25th and 26 July, crossbill sp 27 
Oct; Caith, Wick 13 - 14 Oct; Isle of May, 26 - 27 Oct. 


Scottish Crossbill Loxia scotica Suth, breeding Achany; Inv, very few Abernethy 
(very poor cone crop), 20 Garten reserve Apr - May but only 4 territories known, 
very poor year Insh — max only 5 on 10 Aug; Aber, nos down again a little 
Deeside. 


*Parrot Crossbill Loxia pytyposittacus One Lerwick 26 Aug (A.W. Gradwell, B. 
Holmes) § 


*Scarlet Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus 11 in spring and 20 in autumn: Shet, 
Quendale 21 May, Uyeasound 24 and 26 - 27 May, Sumburgh 29 May - 1 June, 
Sumburgh 31 May - 1 June, Skerries 19 - 20 Aug, Fetlar 28 - 30 Aug, Lerwick 29 
Aug, Sumburgh 20 - 21 Sep, 2 Oct; Fair Isle, 21 - 23 May, 26 May, 3 June and 4-8 
June (4 birds), 17 - 22 Aug, 26 Aug - 2 Sep, 7 Sep, 21 - 23 Sep, 26th (2), 30 Sep, 
6 Oct (about 8 birds); Ork, North Ronaldsay, 22 - 28 May, 1 June, 13 Sep (2), 22 - 30 
Sep, 23 Sep, 29 Sep (7 individuals ringed), St Mary’s 31 May; Aber, Drums 6 Oct; 
Isle of May, 26 Aug. All refer to? Qorimm oo unless stated. 


+Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Breeding: increase Arran and highland areas Perth; 
count 30 Crieff 23 Feb. Migrants of northern race: Shet, good irruption — 2 
Maywick 16 Oct, 2 Kergord 21 Oct, 9 - 10 various sites 26 - 31 Oct, another 9 in 
period 15 - 28 Nov, 2 Lerwick 5 Dec, 2 Weisdale 15th, 1 Aith 27th; Fair Isle, 3 oo 
15 Oct, 1 to 17th, 2 oo" 18th, 1 to 21st Oo 29 Oct, 2 on 21 Nov, 1 on 25 Nov; Isle of 
May, one 27 Oct. 


+Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes Breeding: Perth, usual reports, max 8 
Scone 6 Apr, 8 Almondbank, 1 Mar; Midl, up to 4 Edinburgh Jan - Mar, bred, pr 
Cousland 6 May; E Loth, probably Gosford, max 4 May - June; Kirk, may have 
bred Cardoness, also 1 Balmaghie 18 Feb. Other sightings: Endrick Mouth, Dunb 
8 Apr, Bridge of Allan, Stir 1 Mar, 16 Dec; Aberdeen 3 Jan. Migrants: Shet, 
Haroldswick 27 Apr, 10 May, Kergord 30 May, 4 June, 18 July. 


*Song Sparrow Zonotrichia melodia Two: & Fair Isle 17 Apr - 7 May (ringed) 
(D. Buffery, N.R. Jones, I.S. Robertson); One Sumburgh 10 June (no sign of a 
ring) (G. Bashford, M.S. Chapman, I.G. Davidson) — only one previous Scottish 
record (Fair Isle Apr - May 1959). 


tLapland Bunting Calcarius lapponicus Breeding: Main area — first oo early 
June, 7+ o’oh and 10+ $ June/July, flying young by 7 July, good nos by 14 July 
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(1 o& considered polygamous with 4? @s); only one 9 seen original site 7 July; 3rd 


site, o& in song 3 June, no sign 4th; 4th site, o seen 10 June; 5th site, at least one 
9 with young early July and 27 July. 


Migration and counts: Shet, o Sumburgh 12 - 13 Apr, autumn cl2 between 9 Sep 
and 29 Oct; Fair Isle, o’ 4 May, 25-9th, 2 9 210th, singles 21st and 26 May, 2 on 
27th, one 28th, 19 June, passage 12 Sep - 31 Oct, peaks 6 on 21 Sep, 12 on 6 Oct; 
O Heb, 1 Lewis 19 Sep; Caith, 2 Camster 4 Apr, 1 Noss 7 Oct; Aber/N Kinc, 3 
singles Oct, 9 Gregness 20 Nov, up to 6 in early Dec; Angus, Westhaven 28 Sep; 
Fife Ness, 2 on 3 Oct; Isle of May, one 30 Sep - 2 Oct; Midl, 6 Musselburgh 17 Nov, 
22 on 2 Dec, 30 on 16 Dec, 12 on 27th; E Loth, 3 - 4 Aberlady 24 Nov; Kirk, 2 
Southerness 3 Oct. 


#Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis Breeding: Central Highlands, main site, at 
least 4 prs nested, good season, 14+ young in 6 groups 8 Aug; 3-4 o’'o and 3+ 
? 2 nearby area, young seen 7 Aug; W Ross, pr nested successfully in N; N Inv, 
o& on 6 May, 2 20 May, 1+ oo’ in song another site 4 June; W Inv, single o’’ 
3 mountains, pr elsewhere 3 June; Arg, pr one site late May/early June, o another 
hill in May. Migration and counts: Shet, peaks 70 Nesting 17 Feb, last 28 May, from 
13 Sep, rather small nos, max 140 Spiggie 23 Nov; Fair Isle, 60 on 23 Jan, absent 28 
May - 7 Sep, max 110 on 21 Oct; Caith, 500 Thurso 28 Jan, 900 Glengolly 29 Mar; 
Inv, more than usual, max 73 Whiteness 15 Feb; Aber, good nos Jan - Feb, max 
1500 Macduff, Banff 3 Feb; Midl, 55 Musselburgh 1 Jan, 76 Threipmuir 4 Feb; 
fewer E Loth, none Dumf; Kirk, 30 Lochinvar 11 Feb. 


+Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Counts: 118 Gregness, Aber 13 Jan; 90 Alva, 
Clack 14 Jan; 90 Seafield, Ayr 11 Jan. Migration: Shet, Apr (3 singles) and singles 
May, Oct, Nov; Fair Isle, 18 Jan - 8 Feb (1), small passage 2 Apr - 28 May, max 7 
on 11 Apr, 8 Oct, 23 - 24th (2), 29 (2) one to 31 Oct; Isle of May, 30 Sep - 6 Oct, with 
2 on 1 Oct, 22 - 25 Oct, 26th (2), 27 - 30th (5 - highest no recorded on isle). 


*Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana Five: Shet, Skerries 22 - 26 Sep (JDO); Fair 
Isle, 2 June, 4 - 7 June, 7 - 8 Oct (ISR); N. Kinc, Girdleness 31 Aug (AD). 


*Cretzschmar’s Bunting Emberiza caesia Fair Isle 9 - 10 June (N.R. Jones, W.E. 


Oddie, I.S. Robertson et al); the previous Scottish record was Fair Isle 10 - 20 
June, 1967. 
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*Rustic Bunting Emberiza rustica Four: Shet, & Quendale 20 May (R. Erskine- 
Hill); Fair Isle, o& 11 June (I.S. Robertson et al); Ork, North Ronaldsay 29 Sep 
(R. Russell, E.J. Williams, Dr K.F. Woodbridge); Ber, o& St Abbs 7 Apr (P. 
Wilson, J.M. Dickson et al). 


*Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla Seven: Fair Isle, 6 - 8 Oct, 13 Oct (D. Buffery, 
I.S. Robertson et al); Suth, Rosehall 29 Dec (P.J. Marsh); Angus, Kinnaber 5 Dec 
(J.A.C. Clark); Isle of May, 4 Oct (R.G. Nisbet et al); Ber, St Abbs 1 on 2-3 Oct, 
2 on 4th (A. Brown, R.D. Murray, R.H. Hogg et ail). 


*Yellow-breasted Bunting Emberiza aureola Four: Fair Isle 9 Sep, 2 on 29 - 30 
Sep, one to 1 Oct (K.J. Godfrey, I.S. Robertson et al); Fife Ness, 29 Aug (D.L. 
Clugston). 


tReed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus Breeding: disappeared Torphins, Aber; 
decrease E Loth and Caith. Counts and migration: Shet, peak 14 Whalsay 6 Oct; 
Fair Isle, 25 Jan, 4 Feb, 25 Mar - 23 June (max 7 on 12 Apr), 30 Sep - 30 Oct, peaks 
45 on 6 Oct, 50 on 7th; Caith, 5 Noss 7 Oct; Aber, 90 Gregness 13 Jan. 


t*Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps Three: oo’ s Skerries, Shet, 22 May, 
Whalsay 23 May - 9 June and Acharacle, Arg 29 - 30 July (D.J. Bulloch). 


(t)*Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala Two: &% Fetlar 23 June - 13 
July (J.N. Dymond eral); o& Fair Isle 10 Aug (W. Murray et al) 


¢Corn Bunting Milaria calandra Breeding: Shet, possible nesting 2 sites only; 
Caith, song 2 sites; very few in Highlands; continued decline some parts Kirk. 
Counts: 250 Collieston, Aber 28 Jan; 200 Macduff, Banff 3 Feb. Migrants: Fair Isle, 
singies 23 Apr, 22 May. 


+*Painted Bunting Passerina ciris 2 Fair Isle 19 June - 1 July (I.S. Robertson et al) 
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Rarity Decisions 


The following records noted in the 1978 report as subject to acceptance by the 
Rarities Committee have been accepted: Great White Egret (p14), King Eider 
(p18) and White-rumped Sandpiper (p25). 


Additions and Corrections 


1974 
Black Kite One Cabrach, Banff 14 July 


1977 

Cory’s Shearwater 2 Usan, Angus 24 Aug (D. Low) 

Surf Scoter2 oo Rhum, Inv 23 Oct (F. Guinness) 

Ring-necked Duck Durness, Suth (SBR: 77) — this record has been accepted but 
the correct date is 28 June. 

Red-footed Falcon 2 Papa Westray, Ork 18 Aug (D. & Mrs E.A. Lea) 

Long-tailed Skua 2 Chanonry Ness, Ross 27 Sep; 1 Inverness 27 Sep (R.H. Dennis) 


1978 

Cory’s Shearwater One Forties Field, North Sea 12 Aug (A.H. Morley) 

White Stork (SBR:78) date of Poolewe record was 1 Aug. 

Ring-necked Duck Loch nan Ramh, Stornoway, O Heb 26 May (D.J. Bain, D. & T. 
Thorogood) § 

Lesser Yellowlegs One Rattray Head, Aber 25 Sep (S. Howe, T.D.H. Merrie) 
Long-tailed Skua 2 Monach Isles, O Heb 8 June, another 2 on 9 June (N. Brown); 
one Hoy, Ork 14 July (C.J. Booth) 

Rustic Bunting One trapped and ringed North Ronaldsay, Ork 29 Sep (Dr. K.F. 
Woodbridge et al) 


Notice to Contributors 


Records should be sent to the appropriate local recorders but in cases of difficulty 
they can be forwarded by the editor. 


These records should be on one side of the sheet only, well spaced and in species 
order, following the Voous sequence. The only exception is that Aberdeenshire and 
north Kincardineshire records should be in place and date order. Observers should 
consult previous reports for the sort of information required. To avoid duplication 
of records by the recorders, names of other observers present should be given 
where appropriate. 


Notes for the year should be sent promptly, generally in early January, but some 
recorders prefer more frequent records and regular contributors are asked to 
consult local recorders about this. Reports of occasional visits to areas outwith the 
observer’s regular territory, such as holiday lists, should usually be sent to 
recorders as soon as possible. Records of rarities, including species only locally 
rare, should be sent to recorders without delay. 


To save recorders’ (often considerable) time and expense, correspondents should 
enclose a stamped addressed envelope or indicate that no acknowledgement is 
required. 
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